
St PaulΩs Syracuse 

No Matter Who You Are,  
Or Where You Have Been, 

There Is A Place For You At St. PaulΩs 

~ŧƨĢşėĢƃ ͜͞͞͡ 

ƩƩƩήƇƏƀÿƔřƇƯƃήŧƃĸ 

Friday, October 17 was a picture perfect day for our Open Doors Ribbon Cutting. Thank you to Willson 
Cummer for capturing this beautiful moment. More photos inside this Courier from Willson, DJ Igelsrud and 
Anita Wagner.  
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With God's power working in us, 
God can do much more 

than anything we ask or imagine. 
Ephesians 3:20 

 
 

I  n this season we give thanks to God for the many blessings God has given us. In this particular 
season, in Autumn of 2025, we see the vivid results of God's work among us at St. Paul's. God has 
worked through the people of St. Paul's to renew and preserve these buildings that are our spiritual 
home. God has worked through us to make our buildings more 

accessible and to expand our ability to serve those in greatest need. 
 

Members of St. Paul's have supported the completion of Open Doors in at least 
four ways:  
 
1. St. Paul's members led and organized the effort for ten years! Members led 

all of the various committees and task forces. 
 
2. Members worked together on dozens of tasks during the planning and 
preparation stage, from serving on task forces to writing grant applications to 
writing letters to former members of St. Paul's. 
 
3. Members took active roles in the execution of Open Doors, from painting the 
kitchen to hauling away fifty yearôs-worth of accumulated 'leftovers'. 
 
4. Members contributed more than $1.2 million toward Open Doors, four times as much as could be 
expected under traditional fundraising guidelines. 
 

Now that the work has been completed, I stand in awe at was has been accomplished. I am filled with 
gratitude for all of you, members of St. Paul's, for your support of Open Doors and for your patience as the 
work moved forward, slowly, year by year. Nearly ten years after my arrival at St. Paul's, I continue to 
marvel at the skills and faithfulness our members brought to the task. Most of all, I am surprised and 
humbled by the power of God to work through us, weak, fallible creatures, to build a more welcoming, safe, 
durable place for people to gather and be safe, and care for one another, and be nourished by God's love. 
 
 

! ÍńşĢ Əŧ YńƨĢ ÍŀÿŠŕƇ 
by Fr. Philip 
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I  t was December, in 2015, the first time I walked into St. Paul's Church. I was a candidate to be 
the Rector of your church. One of the main topics of conversation was the creation of a vision 
and a plan for the renovation and preservation of St. Paul's Parish House. Led by your Vestry, 
the people of St. Paul's had created a task force called Shaping St. Paul's Space. The task force 

was led by Rebecca Livengood and included about ten members of the parish.  
 

In 2015 the task force identified four goals for the effort:  
 
1. To preserve our beautiful, historic buildings. 
2. To improve accessibility. 
3. To expand our ability to serve those in greatest need 
4. To prepare our buildings for our third century of ministry. 
 

Many of the best, most important things in our life require lots of time and energy, more time and energy than 
we expect. Open Doors required ten years of effort and the skills and commitment of hundreds of people to 
be completed. During the past ten years, four members of the Shaping St. Paul's Space task force have 
moved away from Syracuse. Many people who gave generously to the project, and one of the original 
members of the task force, have died since we began our fundraising effort, in 2020.  
 

These realities only point to the main idea of Open Doors. We are completing this task, not for ourselves, but 
for others. We are completing this task out of our love for our neighbors, out of our love for God, and out of 
the understanding that future generations will need the hope, the joy, and the saving grace of God we 
encounter at St. Paul's. 
 

So it's time for us to celebrate and to give thanks for all that has been accomplished. I encourage you to join 
us for our Open Doors Gala on Saturday evening, November 8th. During the first part of the Gala we will 
have plenty of 
time to enjoy the 
warm fellowship 
of our 
congregation. 
After dinner we 
will take time to 
thank the people 
who led and 
contributed to the 
effort, including 
our entire congregation. 
 

We are holding the Open Doors Gala in our Hansen Dining Room because we are celebrating the 

preservation and revitalization of the Parish House. Most of the dinner is being catered, so we can give our 

attention to being together and giving thanks for what has been accomplished. The preparations and logistics 

of the dinner are being led by Jeanne Chu, Tina Emanuelli, and Joseph von Souder. Please purchase your 

tickets no later than November 4th. Tickets may be purchased on Sundays, following each worship service, 

or from the church office on Mondays and Tuesdays. (More information on the back page of this Courier.) 
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T  he Trick-or-Treaters are gone which means itôs November, and because 
itôs November Iôm thinking about Thanksgiving - not the turkey dinner kind 
- but real expressions of gratitude. We literally cannot thank people 
enough for the work they do at St. Paulôs and for St. Paulôs. Here are just 

two small recent examples:  
 
¶ The Sunday before the Open Doors ribbon cutting, people stayed after the 10:00 am service to clean and 

spruce up the church, the gardens, and the parking lot to make our building and grounds look their best for 
this long-awaited public event. 

 
¶ Volunteers arranged and cleaned up after our first potluck dinner in six years. 
 
But there is ongoing work worthy of our thanks too, and St. Paulôs Church would not be the 
vibrant institution it is without the devoted efforts of many of its members. The Open Doors 
project is very nearly completeéafter ten years! And it has been powered by volunteer efforts 
from the very first visioning of the project until today, and it couldnôt have been accomplished 
without the monetary pledges of this extremely generous congregation. 
 
In the past year the Vestry has had long discussions and made difficult decisions about unanticipated Open 
Doors expenses, renovating the third floor apartments, fixing the parking lot, and formalizing our relationship 
with A Tiny Home For Good with a lease agreement approved by the Diocese and the State Attorney Generalôs 
office. 
 
The Finance Committee provides careful stewardship of the churchôs endowment which is the source of more 
than half the money needed to keep St. Paulôs operating. This work becomes even more important in uncertain 
economic times. And because it is budget season I am again learning how much work Doug Mouncy does for 
the churchôs financial management.   
 
While all this is happening there is still worship every Sunday - even when the Rector is on vacation - as well 
as Christmas and Easter services, baptisms, weddings, and funerals. These services are enhanced by our 
organist, the choir, and the Altar and Flower Guilds and the ushers. On many of these occasions there are 
children in the Hadley Chapel participating in Godly Play. And if that wasnôt enough to keep us busy, there are 
members well into planning celebrations for the churchôs Bicentennial in May, 2026. It all happens because we 
love St. Paulôs. 
 
We love our neighbors too. Our congregation continues to put Christôs Gospel message into action in the 
community. Notably, the Open Pantry, which, after government cuts will become a more important resource for 
our neighbors, is stocked by volunteers who have also successfully applied for grant money to sustain these 
efforts. There are also outreach efforts to our senior neighbors at the YMCA apartments. But to me, the most 
moving example of our efforts to help the ñleast of my brethren,ò as the Gospel of Matthew puts it, is our 
willingness to partner with A Tiny Home For Good and agree to let them convert the second floor of the Parish 
House into ten units to house senior men at risk of homelessness. 
 
We often repeat the words ñthanks be to Godò while worshiping at St. Paulôs. As we approach the end of the 
liturgical year this month and enter the Advent season of hopeful and joyful expectation, let us all give thanks 
for the spirit, the faithfulness, and the devotion of everyone at St. Paulôs  

ÅĢŠńŧƃ çÿƃĞĢŠϝƇ ÁĢƀŧƃƏ 
By Joseph Moorman 
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!ƃĢ íŧƔ eŠƏĢƃĢƇƏĢĞ ńŠ ƏŀĢ XƔƏƔƃĢ  
ŧķ ÅƏή ¾ÿƔřϝƇε 
By Ieva Doyle, Junior Warden and Chair of Nominations Committee 

T  he Nominations Committee is prayerfully considering St. Paulôs members who would be willing to serve three-year terms on the Vestry ï the 
Church Council - beginning in January 2026.  
 

The nine members of the Vestry, along with two Wardens and Rector, serve as 
trustees of the church and oversee all parish property and revenue. Vestry members 
and Wardens are elected on a rotating basis at our Annual Meeting, which is next 
scheduled for January 25, 2026. 
 
Barbara Bell, Harry Lambright, and Matthieu van der Meer are rotating off the Vestry in 
January, so weôll need a slate of at least three Vestry nominees to be voted on at the Annual Meeting.  
 
The term for Senior Warden, Joe Moorman, also expires in January. I will become Senior Warden, and 
weôll need a member of St. Paulôs to serve as our next Junior Warden.  
 
Members of the Vestry should:  
¶ Actively listen to the needs and ideas of members 
¶ Take an active role in parish activities 
¶ Regularly attend Sunday worship 
¶ Support St. Paulôs financially 
¶ Pray for the parish, members and staff 
¶ Engage in the work of the Vestry with creativity, collegiality and hope 
¶ Support St. Paulôs as it moves into our 3rd century of being church 
 
Wardens should fulfill all of the above, and in addition have time and energy to meet regularly and 

work closely with the Rector, and use their unique gifts of 
leadership with the understanding that no individual has all of 
the qualities necessary for leadership. 
 
If you or someone you know could be a great candidate to 
serve on St. Paulôs Vestry or as Warden, please let a member 
of the Nominations Committee know by December 1st. In 
addition to myself, Nominations Committee members include 
Tom Cantwell (member), Willson Cummer (Vestry member), 
Marion Greenhalgh (member), DJ Igelsrud (Vestry member). 
 
Reminders of the deadline for nominations will be noted during 

announcements following worship services during the month 

of November. Thank you, in advance, for your prayerful and 

thoughtful consideration of members who would serve the future ministry of our church. 
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I   encourage you to make a pledge of financial support to St. Paul's. I encourage you to make a 
pledge because pledging your support is a spiritual practice. Every time money leaves my bank 
account and goes into St. Paul's account, I have a little conversation with myself. It goes like this:  
 

Philip, why are you doing this? 
I am doing this because I love St. Paul's and I want to support the work we are doing. 

But Philip, there are other things you could be doing with your money! 
That's the point. It's not really my money! Everything I have been given  

is a gift from God, including the money in my bank account.  
 

Making a pledge to St. Paul's might seem like a practical decision, but it's mostly a spiritual decision. It's a 
spiritual decision about whether I own, or am actually a steward, of the resources God has given me. 
 

I also encourage you to make a pledge because in the coming year St. Paul's will not be able to function as 
it has in the past without the financial support of our members. St. Paul's Finance Committee and Vestry are 
preparing a budget for 2026. Our budget for 2026 will probably be about $575,000. Thanks to the generosity 
of previous generations of members and the stewardship of our Finance Committee, St. Paul's has 
investment accounts that provide about 2/3 of the income needed for our operations.  
 

We cannot take more than our usual amounts from our investment accounts without jeopardizing the future 
of St. Paul's. Most of the rest of the funds (about $150,000) will have to come from our members. 
 

A few of our members are able to make a relatively large pledge of financial support. Most of our members 
are able to make more modest pledges of support to St. Paul's. All of the pledges made by our members, 
the large ones and the small ones, all work together to make it possible for St. Paul's to continue to be a 
haven of hope and joy in our community. 
 

The size of your pledge is not the most important thing. The important things is that our pledges, and then 
our contributions to fulfill our pledges, will be something that help us remember God has given us everything 
we have. This is why we are here: to give thanks to God for the many gifts we have been given. 
 

Pledging is a new idea for many of our members. To learn more about St. Paul's finances and the logistics of 
making a pledge, look for a piece of mail that will arrive from St. Paul's sometime before Thanksgiving.  
  

ÍƩŧ ÁĢÿƇŧŠƇ Əŧ }ÿŕĢ ÿ ¾řĢĞĸĢ Əŧ ÅƏή ¾ÿƔřϝƇ 
By  Fr. Philip 
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ÍŀĢ aƔƇŀ ƏŀÿƏ aŧřĞƇ ƏŀĢ aŧřƯ 
By  Joseph VonSouder 

T  hereôs a moment of silence after The Breaking of The Bread that lasts 10 or 15 seconds. Itôs easy to miss, but it means everything to me. That pause is kept because, as we say in our 
service leaflets, "we have no words to accurately describe this divine activity." And itôs true. We 
fall silent because whatôs happening is beyond language. 

Later, after receiving Communion, thereôs another silence. Just me, kneeling, heart-to-heart with God. No 
music, no movement, just presence. Itôs where Iôm most honest and most heard. 

In my everyday life, I find myself chasing those same kinds of pauses - the quiet moments where God meets 
me in the in-between. The nothing between two somethings. Thatôs where I hear Him. Thatôs where I 
remember who I am. 

As I continue to pray and listen for my place in all of this, I offer this collect from my journal:  

Holy One, 
who meets us not only in action but in stillness: 
Bless this pause, this quiet space between what has been and what is to come. 
Let me find you in the hush, 
and trust that even in the waiting, you are at work; 
through Christ who abides with us always. Amen. 
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A t St. Paul's, members and staff are often organizing events and engaged in activities of all 
sorts: fellowship, formation, service, arts and community activities. At St. Paul's, people 
are creative about finding new, meaningful 
ways to make connections and serve 

others. 
 

We see a snapshot of the engagement of our members 
each Sunday morning, as members contribute to the 
announcements portion of our worship service. Some 
people really enjoy making announcements, and others 
make announcements even though speaking to a large 
group of people is not their favorite activity. The diversity of the people who make and lead 
announcements each week is one of the strengths of St. Paul's. 
 

In 2024 we conducted a parish survey. We asked our members for their perspectives on the length of 
our announcements. Most responses indicated that the time we were spending for announcements in 
2024 was 'just right'. Based on a quick survey of our worship recordings from 2024, devoting about 4 
minutes for announcements seems to be 'just right' for our congregation. 
 

I want to encourage us to make this good, productive time even better by paying attention to four ideas. 
 
1. People need to connect names and faces and activities. It's helpful if announcements are made by 

people who are leading the activities.  
 
2. It's helpful for different people to offer announcements, that way we get to connect their names and 
faces. (See #1). 
 
3. People can remember just a few ideas at a time. It's helpful if announcements focus on the main 
message and are less than a minute in length. 
 
4. We need to prioritize announcements based on connections to St. Paul's. (See #3) It is sometimes 
helpful for our congregation to hear announcements about community events not directly related to St. 
Paul's, but sometimes it will work better to publicize community events other ways, such as through a 
poster or by including it in the eblast. 
 

Beginning on November 30th, the first Sunday of our new church year, I am asking each person making 
an announcement to fill out an announcement card. You can find these 4"x5" pink cards in the back of 
the nave. On the front side are a few questions for you to answer. On the back side is a suggested 
outline for your announcement, like the MadLibs game some of us used to play as kids. (For instance, I 
suggest you begin by telling the congregation your name.)  
 
 

!ŠŠŧƔŠĘĢşĢŠƏƇ 
By  Fr. Philip 
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!ŠŠŧƔŠĘńŠĸ ƏŀĢ ÅƏή ¾ÿƔřϝƇ  
9ńĘĢŠƏĢŠŠńÿř wŧĸŧ 
By  Derina Samuel and Anita Wagner, Co-Chairs,  
Bicentennial Steering Committee 

2026   marks the 200th anniversary of the incorporation of St. 
Paulôs Syracuse. To commemorate this milestone year, 
your 
Bicentennial 
Steering 

Committee (BSC) is pleased to reveal the bicentennial logo. 

We are grateful to Eddie Iverson (DJ Igelsrudôs son) for creating 
our bicentennial logo. It artfully incorporates the church name, 
location, the anniversary number, and the span of years, as 
well as the bicentennial theme, ñWhere Love Grows.ò This easy
-to-remember theme emerged from several Spirit-filled 
discussions, first by the BSC and then the Vestry, to describe 
how people feel about St. Paulôs in just three words. 

As the BSC makes plans for 2026, and on into 2027, to honor 
St. Paulôs past and celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime milestone, 
our goal is to also look to the future. The BSC recognizes what 
a unique opportunity the bicentennial is to get the word out 
about St. Paulôs. We are planning a variety of opportunities to invite friends and the general public to 
experience the sense of love, welcome, and acceptance we all feel at St. Paulôs. One such event that we 
hope is already on your calendar is the kick-off event ï a commemorative worship service on Saturday, 
May 16, 2026, featuring proclamations, speeches, and grand festive music. It will be followed by a special 
worship service and dinner for the St. Paulôs congregation and friends on Friday, May 22, 2026, exactly 
200 years from the date of incorporation.  

Meantime, to start spreading the word about St. Paulôs bicentennial, and with the holidays just around the 
corner, you might wish to purchase a commemorative gift item for family members or yourself. See pages 
18 and 19 for the order form and for more information.  


