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Friday, October 17 was a picture perfect day for our Open Doors Ribbon Cutting. Thank you tc
Cummer for capturing this beautiful moment. More photos inside this Courier from Willson, DJ
Anita Wagner.
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No Matter Who You Are,
Or Where You Have Been,
There Is A Place For You At St. Paul’s

Syracuse
The Downtown

Episcopal Churchi'
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by Fr. Philip

With God's power working in us,
God can do much more
than anything we ask or imagine.
Ephesians 3:20

n this season we give thanks to God for the many blessings God has given us. In this p;
season, in Autumn of 2025, we see the vivid results of God's work among us at St. Paul
worked through the people of St. Paul's to renew and preserve these bundlngs that are
home. God has worked through us to make our buildings m: = |
accessible and to expand our ability to serve those in greatest nee

Members of St. Paul's have supported the complatioibobrs at leas
four ways:

1. St. Paul's members led and organized the effort for ten years! Mt
all of the various committees and task forces.

2. Members worked together on dozens of tasks during the plannin
preparation stage, from serving on task forces to writing grant appli,
writing letters to former members of St. Paul's. |

3. Members took active roles in the execdten Dloorérom painting the
ki tchen t o h awolthohagcurawated/leftbvier'.t y year 6s

4. Members contributed more than $1.2 millidbgew&rdor$our times as much as could be
expected under traditional fundraising guidelines.

Now that the work has been completed, | stand in awe at was has beenlaaoditiptsived
gratitude for all of you, members of St. Paul's, for youiGugp&oofnd for your patience as the
work moved forward, slowly, year by year. Nearly ten years after my arrival at St. Paul's, | conti
marvel at the skills and faithfulness our members brought to the task. Most of all, | am surprise:
humbled by the power of God to work through us, weak, fallible creatures, to build a more welc
durable place for people to gather and be safe, and care for one another, and be nourished by

IT'S TIME TO FALL BACK

Sunday
November
2nd

Daylight Savings
ime Ends

Remember to tum your clocks back 1hour before bx Scﬂurday nlgh’r
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by Fr. Philip

t was December, in 2015, the first time | walked into St. Paul's Church. | was a candidat
the Rector of your church. One of the main topics of conversation was the creation of a
and a plan for the renovation and preservation of St. Paul's Parish House. Led by your \
the people of St. Paul's had created a task forshagaiigdSt. Paul's Spadbe. task force

was led by Rebecca Livengood and included about ten members of the parish.

In 2015 the task force identified four goals for the effort:

1. To preserve our beautiful, historic buildings.

2. To improve accessibility.

3. To expand our ability to serve those in greatest need

4. To prepare our buildings for our third century of ministry.

Many of the best, most important things in our life require lots of time and energy, more time an
we expecOpen Doorequired ten years of effort and the skills and commitment of hundreds of p¢
be completed. During the past ten years, four memBspaighst. Paul's Spask force have
moved away from Syracuse. Many people who gave generously to the project, and one of the c
members of the task force, have died since we began our fundraising effort, in 2020.

These realities only point to the main@eanddoor§Ve are completing this task, not for ourselves,
for others. We are completing this task out of our love for our neighbors, out of our love for God
the understanding that future generations will need the hope, the joy, and the saving grace of G
encounter at St. Paul's.

So it's time for us to celebrate and to give thanks for all that has been accomplished. | encourac
us for oubpen Doors Gala Saturday evening, November 8th. During the first part of the Gala we
have plenty of

. . . e Ao ’ N . A ]
time to enjoy thFe<SeeEae == e O | : \ |
warm fellowshig - g+ Ope D(x) " |
of our OIS o ‘_" n rs i : % %

: . NGB " )
congregation. SRR Gala Celebmhon s

: ) Saturday, November 8 z |

will take time tg : e N / : \E g RS
thank the peop} ‘T re' - |- %
who led and T \ St. Paul’s Church [ . - i t i
contributed to t R < . %\

effort, including
our entire congregation.

We are holding Bpen Doors Gafeour Hansen Dining Room because we are celebrating the

preservation and revitalization of the Parish House. Most of the dinner is being catered, so we c
attention to being together and giving thanks for what has been accomplished. The preparation
of the dinner are being led by Jeanne Chu, Tina Emanuelli, and Joseph von Souder. Please pul
tickets no later than November 4th. Tickets may be purchased on Sundays, following each wor:
or from the church office on Mondays and Tuesdays. (More information on the back page of thi:
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I t0s November | 6 m-nottithe tarkey dinger |

- but real expressions of gratitude. We literally cannot thank p

enough for the work they do
two small recent examples:

17 The Sunday before the Open Doors ribbon cutting, people stayed after the 10:00 am service
spruce up the church, the gardens, and the parking lot to make our building and grounds look
this longuwaited public event.

7 Volunteers arranged and cleaned up after our first potluck dinner in six years.

But there is ongoing work worthy of our thanks too, asdC&ureawlould not be the gt

vibrant institution it is without the devoted efforts of many of its members. The Ope\@s
project is very nearly completeéafter ten
from the very first visioning of the proje:

without the monetary pledges of this extremely generous congregation.

In the past year the Vestry has had long discussions and made difficult decisions about unantici
Doors expenses, renovating the third floor apartments, fixing the parking lot, and formalizing ou

withATiny Home ForGeodt h a | ease agreement approved
office.

The Finance Committee provides careful st e
than half the money needed to keep St. Pau
economic times. And because it is budget season | am again learning how much work Doug Mc
the churchos financi al management .

While all this is happening there is still worship evergwmaéegn the Rector is on vaeasarell

as Christmas and Easter services, baptisms, weddings, and funerals. These services are enhar
organist, the choir, and the Altar and Flower Guilds and the ushers. On many of these occasion:
children in the Hadley Chapel participatin

member s wel | i nto planning celebrations f o
love St. Pal
We | ove our neighbors too. Our congregati ol

community. Notably, the Open Pantry, which, after government cuts will become a more importe
our neighbors, is stocked by volunteers who have also successfully applied for grant money to ¢
efforts. There are also outreach efforts to our senior neighbors at the YMCA apartments. But to
moving example of our efforts to help the |
willingness to partner dvitliny Home For Gaad agree to let them convert the second floor of the F
House into ten units to house senior men at risk of homelessness.

We often repeat the words At hanks be to Go
liturgical year this month and enter the Advent season of hopeful and joyful expectation, let us &
for the spirit, the faithfulness, and tge |
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By leva Doyle, Junior Warden and Chair of Nominations Committee

he Nominations Committee I s =r~veorf gyl |
who would be willing to serveybegderms on the Veisthe
Church Counebeginning in January 2026.

The nine members of the Vestry, along with two Wardens and Rector, st
trustees of the church and oversee all parish property and revenue. Ves
and Wardens are elected on a rotating basis at our Annual Meeting, whi
scheduled for January 25, 2026.

Barbara Bell, Harry Lambright, and Matthieu van der Meer are rotating off the Vestry in
January, so weol | need a sl ate of at | east

The term for Senior Warden, Joe Moorman, also expires in January. | will become Senior Ward
we 61 | need a member of St. Paul 6s to serve

Members of the Vestry should:

Actively listen to the needs and ideas of members

Take an active role in parish activities

Regularly attend Sunday worship

Support St. Paul 6s financiallyly

Pray for the parish, members and staff

Engage in the work of the Vestry with creativity, collegiality and hope

Support St. Paul 6s as it moves into our 3

=4 =4 A4 A4 A4 A -

Wardens should fulfill all of the above, and in addition have time and energy to meet regularly a
work closely with the Rector, and use their unique gifts of
leadership with the understanding that no individual has all of
the qualities necessary for leadership.

If you or someone you know could be a great candidate to
serve on St. Paul 6s Vestry o
of the Nominations Committee know by December 1st. In
addition to myself, Nominations Committee members include
Tom Cantwell (member), Willson Cummer (Vestry member),
Marion Greenhalgh (member), DJ Igelsrud (Vestry member).

Reminders of the deadline for nominations will be noted during
announcements following worship services during the month
of November. Thank you, in advance, for your prayerful and
thoughtful consideration of members who would serve the future ministry of our church.
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encourage you to make a pledge of financial support to St. Paul's. | encourage you to r
pledge because pledging your support is a spiritual practice. Every time money leaves |
account and goes into St. Paul's account, | have a little conversation with myself. It goe

Philip, why are you doing this?
| am doing this because | love St. Paul's and | want to support the work we
But Philip, there are other things you could be doing with your money!
That's the point. It's not realivoney! Everything | have been give
IS a gift from God, including the money in my bank acc

Making a pledge to St. Paul's might seem like a practical decision, but it's mostly a spiritual dec
spiritual decision about whetlvay br am actually a steward, of the resources God has given me.

| also encourage you to make a pledge because in the coming year St. Paul's will not be able t
it has in the past without the financial support of our members. St. Paul's Finance Committee a
preparing a budget for 2026. Our budget for 2026 will probably be about $575,000. Thanks to t
of previous generations of members and the stewardship of our Finance Committee, St. Paul's
Investment accounts that provide about 2/3 of the income needed for our operations.

We cannot take more than our usual amounts from our investment accounts without jeopardizi
of St. Paul's. Most of the rest of the funds (about $150,000) will have to come from our membe

A few of our members are able to make a relatively large pledge of financial support. Most of o
are able to make more modest pledges of support to St. Paul's. All of the pledges made by our
the large ones and the small ones, all work together to make it possible for St. Paul's to contint
haven of hope and joy in our community.

The size of your pledge is not the most important thing. The important things is that our pledge
our contributions to fulfill our pledges, will be something that help us remember God has given
we have. This is why we are here: to give thanks to God for the many gifts we have been giver

Pledging is a new idea for many of our members. To learn more about St. Paul's finances and
making a pledge, look for a piece of mail that will arrive from St. Paul's sometime before Thank

The Courier The deadline for the

. S December Courier is
Tuesday,

November 18

Please send articles as an attachment using Word or
stpaulsyr.org Google Docs or another common word

processing program.
~ And send any photos as JPG files.
Please only send the FINAL article. Do Aremineer P|e?ns‘e’2r(:igcﬂ'r|:i,ul1;lllr£.rmoﬁlng suchas

not copy Judy on articles sent to . . -
everyone for edits. We will add 1'}’193? durlng editing.
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By Joseph VonSouder
hereds a moment o f silence after The

easy to miss, but it means everything to me. That pause is kept because, as we say
service leafletsye have no words to accurately describe this diving adivitn"t 0 s

fall silent because whatos happening
Later, after receiving Communi domeartwith @ad.eNO s
musi c, nNo movement, just presence. | t 6s wh

In my everyday life, | find myself chasing those same kindstod paistamoments where God meet
me in the dnetweernlhe nothing betweensamethingd hat 6 s wher e | hear
remember who | am.

As | continue to pray and listen for my place in all of this, | offer this collect from my journal:

Holy One,

who meets us not only in action but in stillness:

Bless this pause, this quiet space between what has been and what is to come.
Let me find you in the hush,

and trust that even in the waiting, you are at work;

through Christ who abides with us always. Amen.

All Saints Day ¢ W
Celebration

B S —

/ Sunday
November 2nd
10:00 a.m.

Remembering: Someone who is a saint in your life
Bring: Something small, such as a photograph, a book, or other small memento

In Person &’ Live Stream

%f 5

Evensong f()rAll Saln

All Saints Evensong ' A Service of Remembrance 7
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By Fr. Philip

t St. Paul's, members and staff are often organizing events and engaged in activitie
sorts: fellowship, formation, service, arts and community activities. At St. Paul's, pe
are creative about finding new, mean " °

ways to make connections and serve UW |

W

others.

We see a snapshot of the engagement of our m

each Sunday morning, as members contribute tc
announcements portion of our worship service. ¢
people really enjoy making announcements, anc

make announcements even though speaking to awarge
group of peoplengttheir favorite activity. The diversity of the people who make and lead
announcements each week is one of the strengths of St. Paul's.

In 2024 we conducted a parish survey. We asked our members for their perspectives on the le
our announcements. Most responses indicated that the time we were spending for announcer
2024 was 'just right'. Based on a quick survey of our worship recordings from 2024, devoting «
minutes for announcements seems to be 'just right' for our congregation.

| want to encourage us to make this good, productive time even better by paying attention to f

1. People need to connect names and faces and activities. It's helpful if announcements are ir
people who are leading the activities.

2. It's helpful fifferenpeople to offer announcements, that way we get to connect their names :
faces. (See #1).

3. People can remember just a few ideas at a time. It's helpful if announcements focus on the
message and are less than a minute in length.

4. We need to prioritize announcements based on connections to St. Paul's. (See #3) It is son
helpful for our congregation to hear announcements about community events not directly rela
Paul's, but sometimes it will work better to publicize community events other ways, such as th
poster or by including it in the eblast.

Beginning on November 30th, the first Sunday of our new church year, | am asking each pers
an announcement to fill out an announcement card. You can find these 4"x5" pink cards in the
the nave. On the front side are a few questions for you to answer. On the back side is a sugge
outline for your announcement, like the MadLibs game some of us used to play as kids. (For i
suggest you begin by telling the congregation your name.)
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By Derina Samuel and Anita Wagner, Co-Chairs,
Bicentennial Steering Committee

marks the 20@nniversary of the incorporation of St.
Paul 0 s T&opmneemarageehis milestone year,
your

Bicentennial

Pl
N
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Steering
Committee (BSC) is pleased to reveal the bicentenni ST. PAUL’S
We are grateful t o Eddi e EPISCOPA%&&QE&H S

our bicentennial logo. It artfully incorporates the chur
location, the anniversary number, and the span of ye
well as the Dbicent enThisead
toremember theme emerged from severall&pirit

discussions, first by the BSC and then the Vestry, to (

how peopl e f mpdtthracbvordst St WHERE LVE GROWS
As the BSC makes plans for 2026, and on into 2027, 1826-2026
St . Paul 6s p a s tinaldetinde milestbne

our goal is to also look to the flihed3SC recognizes w

a unigue opportunity the bicentennial is to get the word out
about 3V are ghaaning avariety of opportunities to invite friends and the general public
experience the sense of | ove, Oweseslchevenethatwen d
hope is already on your calendar is tbf &akit a commemorative worship service on Saturday,
May 16, 2026, featuring proclamations, speeches, and grand festive music. It will be followed

wor ship service and dinner for the St. Pau
200 years from the date of incorporation.
Meanti me, to start spreading the word abou

corner, you might wish to purchase a commemorative gift item for family members or yourself.
18 and 19 for the order form and for more information.




