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Curiosity and Joy Behind the Mask
—by Father Philip

W

e like to tell stories where there is a definite beginning, middle and end. The
story of the child in school begins on the first day of kindergarten and ends at
high school graduation. Often there is great joy in coming to a clear conclusion.
We have a party and celebrate. Yet many of our most important stories don’t
provide that sort of clarity.
So it will be with the Coronavirus Pandemic of 2020-2022. There won’t be a definitive end point
when we can look back and say that at all of our efforts have brought us to a conclusion. Juliette
Kayyem describes this last stage of the pandemic, the stage we are in now, as adaptive recovery.
This phase will continue for many months.
This is what adaptive recovery looks like at St. Paul’s:
•

Most of us are attending worship in person, but we wear masks and keep more physical distance
than before the pandemic.

•

Vaccination is required for in-person participation, except for worship.

•

We have fellowship time following worship, but with restrictions on what sort of refreshments are
served and consumed.

•

Our 2022 Annual Meeting will be held in person, in the nave, with a shorter program. (See p. 5.)

•

Some of our meetings are being held via Zoom. Other meetings, such as Vestry, are held in
person to facilitate deeper discussion and full participation.

•

Most of our worship services are broadcast via the livestream.

We are holding in tension our needs for safety, for a return to normal
social activities, and for full engagement in worship and the sacraments. As
we make our way through this last stage of the pandemic we have to find
ways to do the things that bring hope and joy and strength to us, with a
good measure of safety. We have to find ways to adapt and get back to
something resembling normal activity because this stage of the pandemic
will continue for a very long time, perhaps for a year or more.
There is no better example of adaptive recovery than the church
school program that is being led each Sunday by Carolyn, Barbara, Laurie,
Ellie and Jeanne. The worst pandemic in 100 years would not have
seemed like the best time to begin a new church school program. But
children do not wait. Children keep growing up, they keep making their way
through those critical developmental periods, pandemic or no pandemic.
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For the past three months the teachers and children of our Sunday School have been some of our most
regular attenders, because children do not wait. This is their time to learn the stories of our faith. This is their
time to begin to construct a picture of the God who created them in God’s image, the God who calls them to
be co-creators, co-stewards, co-workers in the struggle for goodness and love and justice for all of God’s
people.
So the children come to St. Paul’s every week. Behind their masks there are often expressions of
curiosity and joy. They cannot wait to share in the story of God’s love for us. Neither can we.

Thank you to Jeanne Avery, Carolyn Grieb and Ellie Major for
these photos of our Godly Play Sunday School.
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Open Doors Goes Public
—by Ieva Doyle

I

n the August Courier, we reported that the Open Doors Community Task Force, chaired by
David Ridings and with help from many others, was planning two live, public events to
announce the Open Doors Capital Campaign to the broader community in September. Due
to the rise in covid transmission rates, we postponed the first event intended for our friends and
partners from the community. We went ahead with the second, the Open
House that coincided with the Downtown Living Tour (see
November Courier article for details).
Full of hope, the Open Doors Community Task Force has
rescheduled the September event to Thursday, January 13, from
4:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. at the church. This Open House is for
invited guests from the City of Syracuse and Onondaga County
and will introduce the wider community to our Open Doors
campaign goal of raising $1.7 million to restore and improve the
Parish House/Chapel complex. Building tours, a brief presentation,
networking and light refreshments provided by our Community
Fellowship Ministry Team will be included.

CAMPAIGN UPDATE

T

hanks to another pledge
that arrived in
November, as of
November 15 we have

You're invited to join the Open Doors Community Task Force
raised $926,391
and steering committee for a dry run of our Open House building
from the members of St. Paul’s toward
tours and presentation on Sunday, January 9, following the 8 a.m.
and 10 a.m. services. Please mark your calendar and join us as we the Capital Campaign!
prepare for a spectacular communitywide Open Doors debut.
Thank you all for your generosity and
support of Open Doors!

Annual Report Deadline
—by Judy McAdoo-Pelton, Business Manager

W

asn’t it just summer? And now we are talking
about the Annual Report!

This year’s annual meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, January 30th, 2022. In order to get these mailed before the
meeting, the deadline for submissions for this year’s report is by
midnight, Monday, January 3rd.
At the moment that seems like a long way off, but you know how
fast this year is going. Please send all reports by email to:
offices@stpaulsyr.org. If you have any good quality jpg photos, please
email those as well. If you have your articles done early, please send them along. You don’t have to wait until
January.
4

100% Guaranteed
—by Father Philip

T

here aren’t many things you can be 100% sure of in
life. Here is something you can be 100% certain of:
If someone contacts you, using my name, and
asks you to purchase gift cards for any purpose,
that person is actually not me. The person contacting you is a
criminal.
You can be 100% sure of this, because I have never asked
any member of St. Paul’s to purchase gift cards for any purpose, and I will never do so. If you are
contacted by a person asking for gift cards do not respond to the email. If you are unsure, do not write
an email to me. Please call me directly at 315-726-2636 and speak with me directly.
Several of our members have received such requests; hundreds of dollars have been stolen from
them. The money did not go to a charitable cause. If you have an email account, you will almost certainly
receive an inquiry like this at some time. This is the way criminals steal money from people in the 21st
century.
If you have any questions, please call me. So far, no one has been able impersonate the sound of
my voice!

Annual Meeting — January 30th, 2022
—by Father Philip

S

t. Paul’s 2022 Annual Meeting will be held on January 30, 2022. If you are a regular attender of
St. Paul’s you are qualified to vote and
we encourage your full participation.
Last January we held our Annual
Meeting via Zoom. Our members showed
remarkable resilience in adapting to the new
format, yet many of us will be glad to return to an in
-person format for our upcoming meeting.
Here is the outline of our activities on the 30th:
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Annual Meeting, Part I
11 a.m. ‘Coffee Hour’ Break
11:20 a.m. Annual Meeting, Part II
Our meeting will conclude by 11:45 at the latest. All activities will take place in the Nave in order to
provide more space for physical distancing and to proceed through the activities as efficiently as possible.
There will be only one worship service since our goal is to gather all of our members together. The entire
morning of activities will be broadcast via the livestream to accommodate those who are unable to attend in
person.
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Prayer List
Please Keep These People In Your

Andrew, June, John, Beverly, Denise and Paul
All those who are living alone
All who are struggling with depression and anxiety.
We pray for the leaders of the church, including:
Michael, our presiding bishop, DeDe, our bishop, and Philip, our
rector.
Pastoral Care: Just a reminder to contact Father Philip, or Kira
Dirghalli if you have concerns or names or changes for the prayer
list.
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The Possibilities of Advent
—by Father Philip

Advent

begins in just a few weeks.
In our journey through the
seasons, the dark, cold nights of
early winter are ripe with possibilities to quiet ourselves and rededicate
ourselves to core spiritual disciplines:
* prayer
* spiritual reading and reflection
* stillness
I encourage you to set aside a regular time to create space in your life
where you might experience 'something' that is sacred. (I use the term
loosely, as the sacred is, quite likely, not a thing!)
Last winter we offered two traditional ways to support each other in these spiritual disciplines:
1. A Wee Book of Advent Prayers, with reflections and scripture passages for each day of Advent and
Christmas.
2. Compline via Zoom and the livestream, each Tuesday evening at 7 p.m.
We will be offering these two practices again this winter. Our Tuesday evening compline services begin
on November 30th, and can be accessed on the Fayette channel or via the livestream.
If you would like a copy of A Wee Book of Advent Prayers please call us on Tuesday or Wednesday or
send an email to Doug Mouncey at assistant@stpaulsyr.org. If you received a copy of our Advent prayer
book last year, I encourage you to reuse it this year.
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Mission and Service: Thanks for all you do!
—by Betsy Elkins, Mission & Service Ministry Team Convener
Welcome Kits for the refugees from Afghanistan:

O

ur response to this project has been remarkable. We delivered seven kits last
Thursday and have more to deliver after Thanksgiving. Thanks to all who
provided these kits! We have no idea who assembled them as they all just
appeared anonymously, like magic! In addition we delivered three large bins of
baby clothes (thanks Lee, Jess and Sam) and a large bag of handmade mittens (thanks
Margaret!) While we have completed this round of donations we may be asking again as we
learn more about the needs of these new neighbors coming to Syracuse. Here is a short report
from Daryl Files of Interfaith Works:
“All of us at InterFaith Works are so blessed with your generosity to help our new
neighbors and friends.
To date we have welcomed 43 individual Afghans. Last week Tuesday we received a list
of 43 additional arrivals including 9 single women in their 20’s a family of 9, a family of 5.
Hopefully this will be in the next 2 weeks. We are given 24 hours’ notice.
In addition 3 Syrian families of 6, single Sudanese males, and family from Kazakhstan
I had the pleasure of interviewing a few of the new arrivals US Ties (either friends or
relatives some of who also are newcomers), during this past week. One tie is a brother
who will welcome his brother nieces and nephews mom who he has not seen in many
years, and another sister. Beyond words to describe.
Looking forward to many more happy stories.”
Downtown YMCA Residence Annual Item Drive:
There remains a need for supplies for our neighbors at the YMCA right down the street.
Thanks to all who have already contributed some items. The most needed items include twin
size sheet sets, pillows, (all bedding items must be new) pots and pans, dish sets, microwave
Tupperware, kitchen utensils/silverware, hangers, laundry baskets, brooms/mops, buckets,
laundry soap, dish soap, pine sol, sponges, scrub brushes, Clorox wipes, and air freshener.
Other items such as food, hygiene items and cold weather items will be accepted as well. This
drive will continue through the end of the year. You may leave your contributions in the back of
the church when you come to services.
Our Open Pantry:
Our tiny pantry always needs your help. You may bring
food contributions to St. Paul’s whenever you come or on the
third Sat morning of each month when we are on hand to
receive contributions. Also welcome are monetary
contributions with which we will purchase food to supplement
donations.
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Exciting Times in the Hadley Chapel
—by Jeanne Avery, Children’s Ministry Leader

Advent through Epiphany

E

very week has a separate focus from the Prophets, to the Holy Family, to the Shepherds, to the
Magi and Christmas, to the Gifts of the Magi.

Each family will have their own Advent wreath and the children will be creating their own
nativity scene to take home.
Hadley Chapel will be home to the first ever stress-free Christmas /Epiphany Pageant at 11:15 on
Epiphany Sunday, January 2, 2022. The only rehearsal will be January 2 at 9:50. This mini pageant will have
costumes, music ,readings and props. All are invited – a mask is required plus please bring a chair (chairs are
available in the Brewster Room or a lawn chair from home).
At the conclusion of the holiday season the children will know the True Story of Christmas.
We invite all children to come any Sunday to attend the Advent- Epiphany program.
Children just coming in for the true focus of the holiday season are certainly welcome and will be
included in the program for the day.
Note:
We need advice though, “How do you explain that on January 9, one week later” Jesus is a grown man
awaiting baptism”?
We are having too much fun!
Jeanne, Carolyn, Ellie, Laurie, Barbara
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SPC Readers for January 26-February 23, 2022
Four Thousand Weeks by Oliver Burkeman
—by Father Philip

F

our Thousand Weeks is a different sort of book for
SPC Readers. It is not a book of theology. It’s not
about scripture or about a social issue.

Four Thousand Weeks is a book about facing our mortality
in a positive way. It’s a book about neglecting the right things. It’s
a book about developing patience and perspective. It’s a book
about why we keep Sabbath time.
I read Four Thousand Weeks in short, 10-15 minute
sessions, and always found it to bring good energy and ideas to
my day. This is a book that engages deep questions without
being heavy or difficult. I found it to be one of the best, most
thought provoking books I have read in recent years.
We’ll be reading Four Thousand Weeks at a moderate
pace, about 40 pages per week. This SPC Readers group
begins Wednesday, January 26th. Please contact me at
revmajor@stpaulsyr.org and let me know if you prefer a 4 p.m.
or 7 p.m. meeting time if you are interested in joining the group.

Feminist Theology
—by Laurie Sanderson

F

eminist Theology has had a great fall. The advantage of Zoom is members who have moved out of state are able to join us. Even when we
do meet in person again, we will keep zooming!

We will meet again on Tuesday, January 18th at 7:30 p.m. We are reading and
will discuss The Way of The Rose by Clark Strand and Perdita Finn. If you would
like to join us, and we would be delighted, contact Laurie Sanderson at
lascsw3@aol.com.
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December Calendar
Wednesday, December 1, 1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom
Sunday, December 5, 8:00 am, Worship – In Person
Sunday, December 5, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Church
Sunday, December 5, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, December 5, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Tuesday, December 7, 1:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting – Fayette Zoom
Tuesday, December 7, 2:00 pm, Bible Study w/ Father Philip — Fayette Zoom
Tuesday, December 7, 7:00 pm, Advent Compline Service — Fayette Zoom
Wednesday, December 8, 1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom
Sunday, December 12, 8:00 am, Worship – In Person
Sunday, December 12, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Church
Sunday, December 12, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, December 12, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Monday, December 13, 10:00 am, OD Leadership Meeting—Montgomery Zoom
Monday, December 13, 3:30 pm, Finance Meeting —Montgomery Zoom
Tuesday, December 14, 1:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting – Fayette Zoom
Tuesday, December 14, 2:00 pm, Bible Study w/ Father Philip — Fayette Zoom
Tuesday, December 14, 5:00 pm, Vestry Meeting – In Person Brewster Room
Tuesday, December 14, 7:00 pm, Advent Compline Service — Fayette Zoom
Wednesday, December 15, 1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom
Saturday, December 18, 10:00 am, Open Pantry Drop Off until Noon—Fayette Street Door
Sunday, December 19, 8:00 am, Worship – In Person
Sunday, December 19, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Church
Sunday, December 19, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, December 19, 11:15 am, Greening of the Church Part One
Sunday, December 19, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Tuesday, December 21, 1:00 pm, Warden’s Meeting – Fayette Zoom
Tuesday, December 21, 2:00 pm, Bible Study w/ Father Philip — Fayette Zoom
Tuesday, December 21, 7:00 pm, Advent Compline Service — Fayette Zoom
Wednesday, December 22, 1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom
Thursday, December 23, 10:00 am, Greening of the Church Part Two
Friday, December 24, 4:00 pm, Family Service – In Person Only
Friday, December 24, 9:00 pm, Music of the Season – In Person and Live Stream
Friday, December 24, 9:30 pm, Christmas Eve Service – In Person and Live Stream
Saturday, December 25, 10:00 am, Christmas Day Service— In Person Only
Sunday, December 26, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Church
Sunday, December 26, 10:00 am, Worship Single Service– Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, December 26, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Monday, December 27, 10:00 am, OD Leadership Meeting—Montgomery Zoom
Tuesday, December 28, 5:00 pm, Buildings & Grounds Meeting—Montgomery Zoom
Wednesday, December 29, 1:00 pm, Centering Prayer – Montgomery Zoom
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IMPORTANT: Please remember to contact the office
for any meeting or event scheduling so our calendar
is always up to date. People depend on our online
calendar!
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Pumpkin Carving in
Sunday School

310 Montgomery Street
Syracuse, NY 13202
315 474-6053
www.stpaulsyr.org
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