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No Matter Who You Are, Or Where You Have Been,
There Is A Place For You At St. Paul’s
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by Fr. Philip
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| am about to do a new thing;
Now it springs forth; do you not perceive
excerpted from Isaiah 43

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

When | first met with members of St. Paul's, as | was being conside
candidate to serve as your rector, several individuals made stateme
guestions that revealed a stubmgorientation. Nine years later | recall
words vividly. On my first evening in Syracuse, David Morgan rema
Samaritan Center was the focus of our mission activity for several d
that they have moved on, we need to discover our new mission foc
later, in a conversation with a different group of people, Roy Thoma:
know our future will look different than the past; we justvdoalft knibw
look like."

A strong orientation toward the present and the future is one of our values as a congregation. T
that comes from scripture. Many passages from the Hebrew scriptures and many of Jesus' wor
actions point toward the idea that we are being faithful to God's call to us when we are giving
attention to what is happening today, and to the new work God is calling us to do in the coming
years.

At most other parishes at least a few members
would have been knocking on my office door in
2024, in 2023, even in 2022, asking about the
church's plans for our bicentennial celebration,
(which, according to the calendar, is supposed t
happen in 2026). Not at St. Paul's! At St. Paul's
members have been paying so much attention t
what God is calling us to do today and tomorrow
and next year, that it seems no one was paying
much attention to our upcoming bicentennial. Sc
last summer | suggested to our Vestry and
Executive Ministry Team that, with less than 24
months before the start of our bicentennial, it mi
be a good idea to begin making some plans;)

Our Executive Ministry Team developed a propc

AR S eventually approved by the Vestry, to ask a tean
twelve |nd|V|duaIs to Iead our parlsh through the process of preparing for our bicentennial celek
group of twelve held the first meetin@wethennial Steering Committee §BEEpruary 4th. The
BSC is led by-chairs Derina Samuel and Anita Wagner. Eight of the members are leaders of eic
forces. Each task force as a specific task and a written mission statement, each one contributin
preparations for our Bicentennial Year celebrations. In the coming months you wihé&riCoarimtes |
from Derina and Anita, telling about the wdBkcehtieanial Steering Committee. )
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If you have ever been involved in the founding of a new church, or a new institution of any Kir
one of the perplexing questions is, 'When did thiseag®i&8ly it is with the founding date for St.
Paul's Church. Was there a first meeting of the congregation we can identify accurately? Wh:e

documents say?

The wardens and | have taken a good look at the written evidence from the church archives.

artifacts clearly describes a meeting held on May 22, 1826, when the leaders of the emerginc
signed the documents that would give St. Paul's legal recognition as a church by the State of
we ask that you mark your calendars for May 22, 2026. We aren‘ivasdibtdyksciof event will

be, but we are planning to begin our Bicentennial Year celebrations on Friday, May 22, 2026.

St. Paul's Bicentennial is a-iorareshundregears opportunity for us to hold a variety of joyful
celebrations, and to invite people outside the church to learn a little bit more about the power
goes on behind those massive stone walls. For a congregation full of people who constantly ¢
attention to the vital work of the present and future, this will be a time of fellowship, communit
thanksgiving. We will give thanks for Gealardgoresence with us as a congregation, and for the
faithfulness and ministries of generations of members who prepared the way for this blessed
that has become our spiritual family, our spiritual home.
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The History of St. Paul’s

The First St. Paul's Church Building
1826-1842

The parish's first building stood in

the block bounded by Warren,

East Genesee and Washington

Streets. N =

This early wooden structure, measured just 41 by 52 feet, was painted
white and featured green shutters,

rented box pews and a double-decker pulpit.
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by Joe Moorman Senior Warden

hree new Vestry members we d
on Sunday, January 26, 2025. They are Tim Simmons, Wil
Cummer and Joe Russo. Their first Vestry meeting was on
11 and one of the important items of business was the app®
church members to | eadership positions 1In

TreasurerDoug Mouncey

Assistant Treasurefandra Yingling

Clerk of the VestryAnita Wagner

Chair of the Finance CommittBavid Ridings

Representative to Finance Comniitlee Moorman

Chair of the Building and Grounds CommiBelePitcher
Representative to/member of Building and Grounds Comiitigéassavaw
Member at large to the Personnel Commidegna Samuel
Convener of Community Fellowship Ministry TearmBeldeHandler
Convener of Worship Ministry Teaaurie Sanderson

Convener of Mission & Service Ministry Téatsy Elkins
Convener of Formation Ministry Ted@anne Avery

Convener of the Pastoral Care Td&na Dirghalli

In addition to these administrative appointments, the Vestry approved D J Igelsrud to fill the rer
t wo years of |l eva Doyl ebs Vestry term, sin
Meeting. Agreeing to these responsibilitie
through regulaand sometimes darttyntributions to the liturgical, spiritual, and physical operation:
the church.

Even in my second year as a W.
| continue to be amazed at the

breadth of the

mission displayed by our memb
This was driven home to me in
the responses to our parish sur
Half of the respondents had hos
coffee hour, half had served as
lector during services, 42% had
served as an usher, 26% sang i
choir, and 26% had written Pray
the People. Other significant
contributions were made to the |
Guild, the Altar Guild, and

Communion Bread Bakers.

Such spirit says Acommunity. o Members of S
a community; a diverse group of people that love, support, help, and serve one another in way:
meani ngf ul Il ndi vidually and as a group. St
fuel to keep St. Paul 6s a vibrant downt own
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by Betsy Elkins

e have explained that O =
= -,
Doors construction has b

months as we are waiting 4
a permit to install a totally new and impro
and security system. Electrical and plumi#
all roughed in throughout but until the ala
security system i s @
finished. We have learned that our systenz =" =
been approved by the City of Syracuse argsss f
permit is ready. Once the Doyle alarm sys
people start their work (soon we hope) it 4
take about three weeks to complete. The g . S -
should see more work underway on other [a{8J8] WOFk on the ParlSh HOUSG

this project.

Barring any unforeseen hiccups, we should be back on track to wrap this project up this summe
exciting to contemplate. On these dreary winter days, | am thinking about a sparkling new kitch
paint, new floors, an additional window), a lovely Sargent Foyer with a new door to the parking
expanded bathrooms, a new lobby from Montgomery Street and an elevator. And | dream of th
the construction of A Tiny Home for Good apartments being built on the second floor of the pari
beginning the fall of 2025.

Confirmations &
) Receptions with Bishop
- DeDe Duncan-Probe

St. Paul's will host a regional confirmation service

Wednesday, April 9th, at 7 p.m.

9

Several of our members will be received or
confirmed by the Bishop ot this service.

You are invifed fo attend!
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