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Another beautiful drone shot of St. Paulôs by Aiden Media of Syracuse. You can see more of Aidenôs drone shots of 
Syracuse at www.aidenmedia.com. You can spot St. Paulôs in many of his photos and some are available as prints.  



I am about to do a new thing; 
Now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? 

excerpted from Isaiah 43 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

When I first met with members of St. Paul's, as I was being considered as a 
candidate to serve as your rector, several individuals made statements or asked 
questions that revealed a strong future orientation. Nine years later I recall their 
words vividly. On my first evening in Syracuse, David Morgan remarked, "The 
Samaritan Center was the focus of our mission activity for several decades. Now 
that they have moved on, we need to discover our new mission focus." Sometime 
later, in a conversation with a different group of people, Roy Thomas said, "We 
know our future will look different than the past; we just don't know what it will 
look like." 

 

A strong orientation toward the present and the future is one of our values as a congregation. This is a value 
that comes from scripture. Many passages from the Hebrew scriptures and many of Jesus' words and 
actions point toward the idea that we are being faithful to God's call to us when we are giving most of our 
attention to what is happening today, and to the new work God is calling us to do in the coming months and 
years. 

 

At most other parishes at least a few members 
would have been knocking on my office door in 
2024, in 2023, even in 2022, asking about the 
church's plans for our bicentennial celebration, 
(which, according to the calendar, is supposed to 
happen in 2026). Not at St. Paul's! At St. Paul's our 
members have been paying so much attention to 
what God is calling us to do today and tomorrow 
and next year, that it seems no one was paying 
much attention to our upcoming bicentennial. So 
last summer I suggested to our Vestry and 
Executive Ministry Team that, with less than 24 
months before the start of our bicentennial, it might 
be a good idea to begin making some plans;) 

 

Our Executive Ministry Team developed a proposal, 
eventually approved by the Vestry, to ask a team of 

twelve individuals to lead our parish through the process of preparing for our bicentennial celebration. This 
group of twelve held the first meeting of the Bicentennial Steering Committee (BSC) on February 4th. The 
BSC is led by co-chairs Derina Samuel and Anita Wagner. Eight of the members are leaders of eight task 
forces. Each task force as a specific task and a written mission statement, each one contributing to 
preparations for our Bicentennial Year celebrations. In the coming months you will find articles in The Courier 

from Derina and Anita, telling about the work of the Bicentennial Steering Committee. 
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If you have ever been involved in the founding of a new church, or a new institution of any kind, you know 
one of the perplexing questions is, 'When did this actually begin?' So it is with the founding date for St. 
Paul's Church. Was there a first meeting of the congregation we can identify accurately? What do the legal 
documents say? 

 

The wardens and I have taken a good look at the written evidence from the church archives. One of these 
artifacts clearly describes a meeting held on May 22, 1826, when the leaders of the emerging congregation 
signed the documents that would give St. Paul's legal recognition as a church by the State of New York. So 
we ask that you mark your calendars for May 22, 2026. We aren't exactly sure what the kick-off event will 
be, but we are planning to begin our Bicentennial Year celebrations on Friday, May 22, 2026.  

 

St. Paul's Bicentennial is a once-in-one-hundred-years opportunity for us to hold a variety of joyful 
celebrations, and to invite people outside the church to learn a little bit more about the powerful work that 
goes on behind those massive stone walls. For a congregation full of people who constantly give their 
attention to the vital work of the present and future, this will be a time of fellowship, community, and 
thanksgiving. We will give thanks for God's life-saving presence with us as a congregation, and for the 
faithfulness and ministries of generations of members who prepared the way for this blessed community 
that has become our spiritual family, our spiritual home. 

 
 



  

T  hree new Vestry members were elected at St. Paulôs Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 26, 2025. They are Tim Simmons, Wilson 
Cummer and Joe Russo. Their first Vestry meeting was on February 
11 and one of the important items of business was the appointment of 

church members to leadership positions in the administration of St. Paulôs. The appointments were: 
 
 Treasurer: Doug Mouncey 
 Assistant Treasurer: Sandra Yingling 
 Clerk of the Vestry: Anita Wagner 
 Chair of the Finance Committee: David Ridings 
 Representative to Finance Committee: Joe Moorman 
 Chair of the Building and Grounds Committee: Bill Pitcher 
 Representative to/member of Building and Grounds Committee: Tim Cassavaw 
 Member at large to the Personnel Committee: Derina Samuel 
 Convener of Community Fellowship Ministry Team: Liz Belden-Handler 
 Convener of Worship Ministry Team: Laurie Sanderson 
 Convener of Mission & Service Ministry Team: Betsy Elkins 
 Convener of Formation Ministry Team: Jeanne Avery 
 Convener of the Pastoral Care Team: Kira Dirghalli 
 
In addition to these administrative appointments, the Vestry approved D J Igelsrud to fill the remaining 
two years of Ieva Doyleôs Vestry term, since Ieva was elected to a Warden position at the Annual 
Meeting. Agreeing to these responsibilities indicates a willingness to further the mission of St. Paulôs 
through regular - and sometimes daily - contributions to the liturgical, spiritual, and physical operations of 
the church.  
 
Even in my second year as a Warden, 
I continue to be amazed at the 
breadth of the devotion to St. Paulôs 
mission displayed by our members. 
This was driven home to me in one of 
the responses to our parish survey. 
Half of the respondents had hosted 
coffee hour, half had served as a 
lector during services, 42% had 
served as an usher, 26% sang in the 
choir, and 26% had written Prayers of 
the People. Other significant 
contributions were made to the Flower 
Guild, the Altar Guild, and 
Communion Bread Bakers. 
 
Such spirit says ñcommunity.ò Members of St. Paulôs are more than a group of worshippers. St. Paulôs is 
a community; a diverse group of people that love, support, help, and serve one another in ways that are 
meaningful individually and as a group. St. Paulôs is in its 200th year of existence and this spirit is the 
fuel to keep St. Paulôs a vibrant downtown Syracuse institution into a third and fourth century. 
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W  e have explained that Open 
Doors construction has been 
paused for the last few 
months as we are waiting for 

a permit to install a totally new and improved fire 
and security system.  Electrical and plumbing is 
all roughed in throughout but until the alarm and 
security system is installed that work canôt be 
finished. We have learned that our system has 
been approved by the City of Syracuse and our 
permit is ready. Once the Doyle alarm system 
people start their work (soon we hope) it should 
take about three weeks to complete. Then we 
should see more work underway on other parts of 
this project. 
 
Barring any unforeseen hiccups, we should be back on track to wrap this project up this summer. That is 
exciting to contemplate. On these dreary winter days, I am thinking about a sparkling new kitchen (fresh 
paint, new floors, an additional window), a lovely Sargent Foyer with a new door to the parking lot, beautiful, 
expanded bathrooms, a new lobby from Montgomery Street and an elevator.  And I dream of the sound of 
the construction of A Tiny Home for Good apartments being built on the second floor of the parish house 
beginning the fall of 2025. 
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Roof work on the Parish House 
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