Understanding Episcopal Liturgy

#27. What is the reason the priest wears a purple stole and the altar is covered
with a purple cloth during Lent?

Many people think purple is a penitential color. Let's notice our tendency to our
focus on ourselves and on our mistakes, rather than on God's grace, creativity, and
power in our lives.

In ancient times purple cloth was extremely expensive, because the dye used to
make purple was expensive. So in ancient times, the only people who wore purple
cloth were extremely wealthy people and members of the royal family. In the
church we use purple cloth during Lent because our attention is focused on Jesus,
the one we call the 'king of love'. We use purple colors during Lent because we are
preparing for Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and the most important day of the year,
Easter, the day of the resurrection.

If you have a question about something in our liturgy, I will be happy to answer it.
Please ask in person, or send an email to me at revmajor(@stpaulsyr.org.
Fr. Philip +



