#40 Who are the members of St. Paul's Church?

In the Gospel of Mark, in the first chapter, we read: "As Jesus passed along the Sea
of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 'Follow me and I will make you fish
for people.' And immediately they left their nets and followed him."

At St. Paul's we have a Simon & Andrew approach to membership. We count
everyone who worships with us as a member of St. Paul's Church. There are two
steps some of our members have taken to make the process a bit more official:
taking the New Members class & being received by the bishop. But here's a secret:
many of our longtime members have never taken either one of those steps.

On your first Sunday at St. Paul's, we consider you to be a visitor. By your third
Sunday in worship, we are trying to remember your name and counting you as one
of us. Jesus didn't ask Simon and Andrew a bunch of questions or ask them to fill
out a bunch of paperwork in order to join. We're trying to follow his example.

If you have a question about something in our liturgy, I will be happy to answer it.
Please ask in person, or send an email to me at revmajor@stpaulsyr.org.
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