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There have been many changes to the chancel area of St. Paul's since this painting was 
completed in the early 20th century. This painting is located in the back of the nave, next to the 
Sargent Foyer.  
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H  oly Week begins on Palm Sunday, March 29th. Holy Week is 
a time when we move closer to the God who sustains us and 
guides us at all times, through the commemoration of the 
events in the days leading up to the day of the resurrection. 

Here is an overview of our Holy Week services: 
 
Palm Sunday ~ March 29th at 10 a.m. As our children distribute palms 
among us, we commemorate the joy of the people greeting Jesus for his 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Our members take roles in reading the Passion 
Gospel of John. This is the most somber Sunday worship service of the year; 
we remember Jesus' betrayal by one of his closest disciples, his arrest, trial, crucifixion, and death. 
 
Maundy Thursday ~ April 2 at 5:30 p.m. We gather for a communal meal in 
the Nave, sing hymns, read scripture, participate in the Footwashing liturgy, 
and share the Lord's Supper. Then we engage in a ritual of symbolic emptying, 
where the priest and the altar guild remove all of the sacramental elements 
from the altar area, while members of our choir chant Psalm 22, a song of 
emptiness and desolation. The Maundy Thursday service ends in silence as the 
priest and the congregation carry the consecrated bread and wine, the Body of 
Christ, out of the Nave and place them in the cupboard reserved for the 
sacraments in the Chapel. 
 
Good Friday ~ April 3 at 5:30 p.m. The Nave and the Chancel are empty and 
desolate, having been stripped of the symbols of resurrection and the 
equipment needed for the celebration of the Eucharist. In normal times the 
priest and members bow as they approach the altar in a sign of reverence for 
the consecrated bread and wine kept near the altar. On Good Friday, the altar 
is empty. There is solemnity, but no bowing. This is the only day of the church 
year when there is no celebration of communion. 
 
Easter Vigil ~ April 4 at 7 p.m. The service begins in darkness. In the 
darkness, a fire is kindled, and the Paschal Candle is lit. The deacon or priest 
processes through the nave, carrying the candle, and members of the 
congregation light their handheld candles from the fire of the Paschal Candle. 
The priest sings an ancient hymn of resurrection. In the darkness, we listen to our foundational story, five 
readings from the Hebrew Scriptures. We respond to each reading with a song and a prayer. After the 
reading of the Hebrew Scriptures, the priest proclaims "Alleluia, Christ is risen" and the lights in the nave are 
lit. We sing the Easter Hymn and listen to the readings of the resurrection from Romans and Matthew. We 
celebrate the first Eucharist of the Easter Season. The Easter Vigil is the only service at St. Paul's where 
incense is used.  

 

Easter Sunday ~ April 5th at 10 a.m. We celebrate Christ's triumph over death and the resurrecting power 
of God's love in our lives. There will be special music and joyous singing from our choir and congregation. 
Easter is the traditional day for baptisms; this year we will baptize one of our children on Easter Sunday. 
 

 

 

aŧřƯ çĢĢŕ 
By Fr. Philip 
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P  lans are well under way to kick off St. Paulôs bicentennial year with two events that will be held just a week apart in May. You, your family, friends and guests are invited, and we hope youôll 
join us as we joyfully celebrate St. Paulôs at both! 
 

The first event is a Bicentennial Celebration that will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2026, beginning at 3 
p.m. at St. Paulôs. The Celebratory Worship will be led by Father Philip and the Right Reverend Dr. DeDe 
Duncan Probe, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York. Grand, festive music is planned, along 
with commemorations and a reception. This event is free and open to the public. 
 
The second event is a Bicentennial Dinner that will be held at St. Paulôs on Friday, May 22, 2026, to 
celebrate the very day 200 years ago when leaders of the emerging congregation signed incorporation 
documents with the State of New York. This event will begin with Father Philip leading a worship service, and 
continue with fellowship time, dinner and a program. Dinner tickets, priced at $25 each, will be available after 
worship starting on April 12 and also by contacting me at (315) 278-5807 or at ieva.doyle@gmail.com.  
 
Additional information regarding these events is available from Anita Wagner and Derina Samuel, co-chairs, 

Bicentennial Steering Committee. 

¾řĢÿƇĢ rŧńŠ ÒƇ ķŧƃ ÍƩŧ 9ńĘĢŠƏĢŠŠńÿř 
tńĘŕŧķķ DƨĢŠƏƇ ńŠ }ÿƯ 
By Ieva Doyle, Senior Warden 



! ~ĢƩ :ŧşşƔŠńŧŠ ÁÿńřńŠĸ ÿŠĞ ÅƏÿĸĢ 
By Fr. Philip 

I  n the back of the Nave you can see a painting of the chancel area (front of the church) as it 
appeared about 100 years ago. (The cover of this month's Courier is a photo of the painting.) When 
we compare the painting to our chancel today, we realize that almost all of the furnishings have 
changed in the past 100 years. Most of the current furnishings in the chancel date from the 1950s 
and 1960s. 

 

When the church is vibrant and healthy our buildings change to adapt to our changing activities and 
priorities. Thirteen years ago, a new, musician-led, cooperative orchestra, called Symphoria, was formed in 
Syracuse. In order to support the new orchestra, St. Paul's removed pews from the front of the nave to make 
space for Symphoria to perform. This began a thirteen-year partnership that continues today with the 
recently renamed Syracuse Orchestra.  

 

Like a good friendship, our partnership with The Syracuse Orchestra is built on trust, shared interests and 
shared values. We are in partnership with The Syracuse Orchestra not because it's good business for us, but 
because, according to the values we hold, it seems like the right thing to do. St. Paul's has a similar, values-
based partnership with A Tiny Home for Good (see p. 8). Healthy partnerships like these make us stronger, 
more vibrant, more deeply engaged with the community God has given us. 

 

Through most of the past thirteen years the Orchestra has brought in staging, large platforms that serve as a 
stage for the musicians. This has always seemed to be a temporary solution. Bringing in staging is expensive 
for the Orchestra. The temporary staging interferes with our normal worship, is not attractive and creates 
hazards that are unacceptable for a long-term relationship. Bringing staging in and out of the building also 
leads to significant heat-loss and occasional damage to the building. 

 

Several months ago, I began conversations with the Vestry and with leaders of the Orchestra to create a 
long-term solution that would meet the needs of both parties. The Orchestra leadership has been extremely 
helpful and responsive; they love having concerts at St. Paul's and there is lots of trust and mutual respect 
between us. Our Vestry has been similarly engaged, and worked to come up with a solution that creates new 
opportunities for St. Paul's in our worship.  

 

In response to a bid from a contractor trained in historical preservation, St. Paul's Vestry and the Orchestra 
leadership came to an agreement to build a permanent stage and communion rail that will meet the long-
term needs of both organizations. The stage and communion rail will conform in all respects to the 
appearance of the chancel and enhance the beauty of the church, while eliminating the hazards and 
obstacles associated with temporary staging. 

 

Our agreement includes the following elements:  

* Onsite work will be completed in August of 2026. 

* The stage will be built with minimal alteration to the existing structure. 

* The materials and design elements are the same as those found in the existing chancel woodwork. 

* The main portion of the stage will be 11 and 1/2 inches above the floor of the nave, 38 feet wide and 12 feet 
deep.  
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* There will be a single step in front of the stage for access, similar to the two steps that are currently used to 
access the floor of the chancel. 

* A new communion railing, nearly identical to the existing communion railing near the altar, will be built at the 
perimeter of the stage, with an opening at the front step. 

* The portions of the communion railing closest to the pews will be removable. 

* The stage will provide at least 60% of the staging that is needed by the Orchestra for their concerts. 

* The Orchestra will store several sections of temporary staging in the nave for concerts where they are 
needed. 

* Temporary staging will not be in place during Sunday morning worship services. 

* A grant from The Syracuse Symphony Foundation is providing 60% of the funding for the project. 

 

For St. Paul's, the most important result of 
this project is that our congregation will be 
able to gather for communion together, at 
the new communion railing. Over the years 
we've become accustomed to our current 
practice at the distribution of communion. 
For me, people taking turns to receive 
communion or a blessing is a little bit like 
people going through the drive-through 
window at Wendy's. From what we read in 
Holy Scripture, it would be better for us to 
be gathered together, standing or kneeling 
at a communion railing. This will be closer to 
the shared meal Jesus and his disciples 
experienced at the Last Supper. 

 

Please speak with me or with one of our wardens, Ieva Doyle or Joe Russo, if you have any questions or 

concerns about these plans. I look forward to the Sunday at the beginning of September, when our 

congregation is able to gather for communion, together, in the center of our worship space. 
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~ÿƏńŧŠÿř XƔŠĞ ķŧƃ ÅÿĘƃĢĞ ¾řÿĘĢƇ ÅńƏĢ æńƇńƏ 
By  Cathy Wolff 

O n Thursday, March 12th, Rosie Laughran, Program Associate for the National Fund for Sacred 
Places, came in person to meet with Philip Major, Betsy Elkins, Doug Mouncey, and me and to 
see the final outcome of the Open Doors project. Also attending the meeting virtually were five 
representatives of the National Fund, which is a partnership of Partners for Sacred Places and 

the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
 
The National Fund for Sacred Places has been with us from the very beginning as the first funder of Open 
Doors. This site visit was the last step to closing out a grant that was awarded in 2019. We will receive the 
final payment of $125,000 in 4-6 
weeks. 
 
The meeting included discussion 
of all that we have been through 
during the entire course of the 
project, its impact on our 
congregation and the broader 
community, what lessons we 
have learned, and what impact 
the grant had on St. Paulôs. 
From the beginning and through 
every challenge we encountered 
the National Fund has been our 
friend and supporter. Open 
Doors is a success thanks to 
their financial investment and, 
more importantly, what we 
learned through our association 
with the National Fund.  
 
Following the meeting, we gave Rosie and her virtual colleagues a tour inside and out to show them all that 

has been accomplished, thanks in part to their grant. Thank you, National Fund for Sacred Places! 

9ńƃƏŀĞÿƯ ¾ÿƃƏƯ ķŧƃ æńƨńÿŠ 

V ivian is turning 3!!!!  
 
Everyone is invited to celebrate with us on Saturday, 
April 11th from 2-5 pm in the Hansen Dining Room!  

 
Please text Tiffany Miner at 607-221-9551 if you plan on attending!  


