
Understanding Episcopal Liturgy 

 

#35 Why do we sing or say one of the Psalms each week during worship?  

 
The Psalms are the oldest part of our liturgy and were sung in the ancient Hebrew 

liturgies. Think of them as the church's first hymnal. Remarkably, many of them 

continue to speak deeply to our spiritual conditions in our time and place. The 

Psalms provide us with a rich language of prayer. 

 

In the lectionary, one of the Psalms, or occasionally one of the Canticles, is 

appointed as a congregational response to the first scripture reading. 

 

If you have a question about something in our liturgy, I will be happy to answer it. 

Please ask in person, or send an email to me at revmajor@stpaulsyr.org.  

Fr. Philip + 

 


