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St. Paul's Spring New Members Class was the largest in recent memory. Our new
members include: (Back row, L-R) Joffre Cevallos,
Daniel Mayer, Anna Amaya, Peter Vanable, Artemys Lunae, Jeanne Chu and (Front
row, L-R) Heather Lavender, Jim Greenwald, Joseph Vanable, and Isiah Lavender.
Emily Lunae attended new members class but is not shown in this photo.
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By Fr. Philip
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

We are celebrating the 200th anniversary of the founding of St. F
Thanks to the efforts of our Bicentennial History Task Force, many fa
stories of the history of St. Paul's are being rediscovered and retold.
growing collection of stories at our website and in our weekly electro

At the same time we are deeply engaged in the new work of our
congregation. We are appreciating and learning about the many improvements to
our building that were completed throQgethBoorgnovation. (See the
article about Security on page 6.) One month ago we celebrated the installation of
theOpen Dooi3onor Wall in the Sargent Foyer, a beautiful work of art created by
Margie Hughto and a team of artists from Syracuse Universityl%¥Hee pp 14

Looking forward, in June our partdefsgtHome for Gowill, begin
work on a tamit residential facility for senior men who have experienced
homelessness. Construction of the facility, on the second floor of the Parish House,
will begin with demolition of interior structures and removal of hazardous materials.
(See p. 3) A group of our members and staff have been overseeing the completion
of renovations to the two large apartments on the third floor of the Parish House.
We expect these will be occupied by the end of the summer. Finally, the Vestry's
main concern for 2026 is the rebuilding and repaving of our parking lot.

No doubt | have left several other important projects off this list; our Vestry,
our congregation and staff are not 'sitting on our laurels' during our Bicentennial
Year. As we look back at the many changes in our parish, and give our attention to
the many tasks we have taken on in 2026, | try to keep in mind that the most
important things have not changed, and will not change in the future.

We proclaim, and will continue to proclaim, the same message of the
resurrecting power of God's love. We are guided, and will continue to be guided in
our faith, by the same four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. We serve, and
will continue to serve, our neighbors in need. We seek, and will continue to seek,
the face of Christ in the strangers who enter our doors. We treat, and will continue
to treat, each person, no matter their background or status, as God's beloved
children.

We are inspired by the story of salvation told in the Hebrew Scriptures and in
the New Testament. Every Sunday we celebrate and share in the triumph of God's
love in the sacrament of communion. We worship one Lord, the one we call the
Lord of love. We practice, and will continue to practice, one of the most difficult
tasks for Jesus' disciples: reconciliation and forgiveness. In all things and in all
times, we are sustained by God's unfailing grace.

These most important things in our lives have not, and will not, ?Jﬂg% —l/
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By Fr. Philip

a tiny hdme

C 1t SEH good.

After four years of preparation, St. Paul's partnegshipywitbme for Good (ATHFG)
moving into the next stage: construction!

7 In ApriA Tiny Home for Goeckived the last portion of funding needed to complete the project.

7 In June the contractor hired' gy Home for Geolll begin demolition of internal structures and
removal of hazardous materials from the second floor of the Parish House.

1 During the next 12 moAthey Home for Geoll build ten singlecupancy apartments, a
community room and staff offices on the second floor of the Parish House.

1 Later this summer the third floor apartments will be rented to tenants at market rates. Tenant
always have access to their apartments via the center stairway.

1 Also later this summer, the Montgomery Street lobby (the entiangétmnthéor Good
facility) will receive a beautiful piece of artwork: a display of tiles created by Margie Hughto ft
donor wall, but ultimately not incorporated into the Sargent Foyer display.

‘ One of the reasons why St. Paul's Vestry has strongly supported this partne
is that we have a relationship of mutual support with theA\TedE&Ehef

most recent example of this has to do with an unfinished part of the second
If you've taken the elevator to the second floor you will notice that there is a
lower stop at the north side lobby and an upper stop on the main part of the
second floor. ATHFG has determined that their residents will not be using th
north side lobby, but they have offered to rebuild this lobby as part of their
project. This will save St. Paul's at least $50,000 in potential construction costs.

We give thanks to God for our shared miniatiynyitHome for Good!
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By Fr. Philip

| will be taking most of my annual vacation time during the month of June. According to the
of the Episcopal Church, when the Rector is away the wardens are in charge. You are in good |
with leva Doyle and Joe Russo as (respectively) your senior and junior wardens. During the mc
June, if a pastoral emergency arises | ask that you contact either leva or Joe. They will be in tot
a priest if the need arises. We are delighted that one of our own members, the Rev. Perry Mour
able to lead worship services during my absence.
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By Fr. Philip

2026 is the 200th anniversary of the founding of @tdiPautlse 250th anniversary of the birth c
the United States of America. On July 4th we celebrate the signing of the Declaration of Indepe

This year, for the first time in several years, we will hold a Morning Prayer service on the F
Our service will include hymns, prayers, and readings from scripture. We know many of our me
plans for picnics and other celebrations later in the day, so we have planned a worship service
on Saturday, July 4th. | encourage you to join us and bring family members or friends who mig!
interested.

Saturday, July 4™ at 11:00 am.

This year, for the first time in several years, we will hold a
Morning Prayer service on the Fourth of July. Our service will
include hymns, prayers, and readings from scripture.

& stpauisyr.org
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We would like to honor any graduates in the Summer Courier.
Please email by July 15th to officesestpaulsyr.org:

Student's name

Connection to St. Paul's

Which school they graduated from

It it's college, please list their major and what their plans are

after school is over.

Please send a photo (JPG file) too!
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By Fr. Philip

Prior to the COVIB pandemic, St. Paul's hadtanfalSexton. A Sexton is a specific type of
church employee. Traditionally, the Sexton of the church was responsible for cleaning and mait
of the building, but also had other duties, such as taking care of the church graveyard (includin
the graves). In some churches the Sexton also took a role in church services, or in preparing tf
area for church services.

==

In 2019 St. Paul's Vestry ma
the difficult decision to not have ¢
time Sexton as part of our churct
beginning in 2020. We made this 3=%
decision for financial reasons. 3

Beginning in 2021, St. Paul's
contracted with Dovesview, LLC ok |
provide cleaning services for the m
church. Our experience with s
Dovesview was positive; we are
especially grateful to Cyrus Gran
his team at Dovesview for helpin
make our way through four of the
dustiest years in the history of St
Paul's. At the end of 2025 our Vel
made the decision to hire dipaat
custodian instead of a cleaning s
to take care of our cleaning need

—T e

- SR WS P ’
: L R :
o o 4 \ A - oG
& =
-l
—

In the weeks after Easter |
reviewed over 100 applications a
interviewed 15 candidates to fill t
role. With the advice of the PersGrre
Committee, | chose Nicole Steele to serve as our new custodian. Our contract with Dovesview
through the end of May, but we asked Nicole to begin working for us at the beginning of May b
there was lots of deep cleaning to do in order to prepare St. Paul's for our Bicentennial.

As you can see in the photo, Nicole has been hard at work, up on step ladders and underr
pews and getting into every little dusty corner of the building, making our building look beautiful

Since Nicole is a custodian, andtampadustodian, her responsibilities are primarily related to
cleaninghe building. She will not be setting up chairs and tables in special configurations for me
she will not be responsible for fixing broken windows or other maintenance and repair tasks.
Nicole grew up in Camillus and lived most of her life in the Mountain West states. She returned
Camillus a few years to help care for her parents. Nicole is an avid bird watcher and loves worl
animals. One of her previous jobs was being barn manager for a ranch with a barn full of horse
loves all kinds of music and tells me that her favorite part of the job is cleaning the nave when .
IS practicing the organ. She seems to be happy working in this special, beautiful building with p
beautiful music in the air! 5
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By Fr. Philip 7
As a congregation we have two tasks that are equally important:
1 We want to be welcoming, and share the hospitality of Christ ¢
people. g

1 We need our church to be a safe place for children and adults
As disciples of Jesus our task is to do both of these things at th
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One of the ways we make St. Paul's safe is by having Cleal’.gu\luE,fMH\BS‘ -
and procedures, especially when it comes to our care for our most vulnerable members. Our V
members, Staff, team leaders and Sunday School teachers are required ®apau@onnate in
training. This training helps us learn how to identify and find alternatives to situations that leave
members vulnerable.

We also help keep our members safe by making use of the building to create layers of sec
giving more protection for those who are most vulnerable. The new security system that was in
part oOpen Doolsave given us many more tools for making our building a secure place. For
instance, our new security system has nine video cameras, located outside and within the builc
makes our parking lot a safer place.

Beginning this summer you will likely come in contact with one of the most important featul
our new security system. There is a new door located at the bottom of 'the ramp', adjacent to tf
Sargent Foyer toilet rooms. Beginning in June, the ramp door will be locked during worship ser
This will increase security f@ésdlé/ Plagrogram significantly and will ensure that visitors to St.
Paul's are not wandering, unattended through the four floors of the Parish House.

As with the other doors of the Parish House, the door at the bottom of the ramp can be unl
with a fob that is programmed to open it. Our church staff, team leaders, Godly Play teachers, :
parents of the children have been given fobs to unlock this door. Please help keep our congreg
safe by not propping this door open on Sunday mornings.

N
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By Fr. Philip

Now thaDpen Doornstruction is complete our staff has been able to return a more norma
schedule. Most weeks the church office is open Monday, Tuesday and Wed#eBddyHilgms10
normally in the office on Mondays and Tuesdays, and works from home on Wednesdays. Judy
in the office on Tuesdays and Wednesday, and works from home on Mondays and Thursdays.
that, for example, during the month of June when Fr. Philip is on vacation, you may not find sor
the office on Mondays. Doug Mouncey and Jim Potts are often at St. Paul's five or even six day
but they do not have set office hours.

We are very glad to have our new entry system, which allows us to unlock the door to the
from the main office on the other side of the Parish House. If you come to St. Paul's during offic
most cases you can expect a member of our staff will be able to answer the doorbell and let yo
come to St. Paul's on a Thursday, Friday or Saturday, in many cases there will not be someone
answer the doorbell and unlock the door. In order to be sure that there will be someone aé St. F
open the door, please contact us in advance.
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By Jeanne Avery

ols there Photography |l ed by the Spirit?

We are excited to offer to the members o
Willson Cummer has offered to leadsagssion free workshop for all people that love to take pictur
Willson has taught at Cazenovia College and Syracuse University. All you have to bring is the «
you use.. You will find much more information in this Courier on papgéotiaySign

The Senior program on Agimil continue this fall on the Second Sunday of each month, conclud
by December. The next Courier will he ‘
dates of specific programs.

T

Childrends Mini st
Another program year has ended?
we begin the new program year we wi
longer have babigme certainly flies by .
The baby equipment has been put awfs
have to admit, | woke one morning an ‘
first thought was someone new will cc
with newborn twins! Barbara Bell is le
us, as we wish her a happy life, | pani

The Chapel program must have ag~

three people each Sunday. When a ¢ ,
wants to see what their parent is doin¢ .

the facilities an adult must go with her;
Both sets of bathrooms are wonderful "
locations are difficult from the chapel. -~ .
takes much more time than one woulo

Hence the need for three people.

The older children are wonderful \"
the little ones, however, if it is a noisy - i i,
the older children and | sneak away to ,;;_'..—t v 4
Brewster Room for the lesson. As the EJH rj Vi Vi an
ones have figured out the steps they |CEETE=
It is really cute and sweet. If you have
suggestions for coverage or new program
ideas, please feel free to contact me over the summer.

Many thanks to the Rev. Phyllis Palmsa, Joseph Von Sauder and Kira Lane and of course
Bell. September we begin our sixth year.
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ByMarion Greenhalgh

Hello Friends,

Continuing with our Bicentennial Celebraton
bel ow Iis a description
the northwest corner of Warren and Fayette Stre
site of an old Post Office. The building was starte
and finished Iin 1842.
to St. Maryods Catholic
to the northwest corner of Montgomery and Madi
Streets in 1842.

The second @dsbuiltifativel ¢

stone in the late GotRexpendiculatylelts vestry
room was located at the west end of the building
north outside entrance door. The east main entre
five stone steps from the ground to a porch whicl
into the nave. Dimensions of the church were-51
by 116 feet@&. The stone base was three feet abi
ground, and the walls were two feet thick. The ne¢
about 40 feet high and the walls, to north and so!
supported each by four buttresses, surmounted |
pinnacles. There was a churchyard to the south «
building which had a front of 39 feet along Warre =
The whole site was enclosed by a white wicket fe .. _ _.
Above the east entrance was a tower made in two parts, the bottom part of stone and the top o
bottom section was only about ten feet higher than the roof and was pierced by twin lancet wint
side, and held a 1,/p@@nd bell. The bell came from the first church and had been recast of bron:
by O. Hanks of Troy, NY. The stone half of the tower had a pinnacle at each corner. Above this
wooden belfry pierced by louvered windows on each side. Mounted on the belfry were battleme
finials, each with a lightning rod. The total height of the tower and belfry was 110 feet. Towards
churchos | ife the wooden extension to the

The nave had three large, cldarnted lancet windows on each side, and a comparable wind
five lancets set in the west wall above the chancel. All windows, doors, and the ceiling had flat :
roof had wooden shingles. The interior was chaste and simple. It was heated by stoves and lit I
hung from the ceiling. The ceiling was plain and virtually horizontal. It had a firsyPegrehdatular
the entrance to the Chancel. The nave had two aisles which divided the nave into three section
section faced the sanctuary and contained the choice seats. The other two smaller sections fac
chancel walls. Each pew had oak buttons on the door. Most pews (around 90) were leased or r

one was for Awidowso. The total number of
was a carpeted platform raised three steps from floor level. On the second step was the lectern
Beyond the top step was a recessed, rectan

a communion rail, and an altar (or table as it was called then, and topped by the block of Onont
limestone from the first church). The large window over the altar had reredos on either side whi
almost to the ceiling, and the adjacent walls were painted blue. There may have been a small s
of the altar. At the east end of the church was an organ loft and gallery from which a stair, leadi
belfry, gave access to the first floor. The organ came from Zion Church on Onondaga Hill. The «
furnishings were furnished by the Al adi eso

In 1846, several changes were made to the physical structure of the church. A stone ell wa
off of the southwest end of the church for a Parochial School. A new organ was installed. Color
placed in the upper part of the windows, along with possibly adding window shades. Also, a ne\
fence was built around the property. 8
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ByDoug Mouncey

As you work on your spring cleaning, please save things for our
Rummage Sale which will run JuuR426.

Wedbre asking that i1tems for the sale be
Sunday, June ZBSunday, July 19.

ltems that are appropriate for the sale should be clean, working
(needed repairs have been made; instructions and accessories are included); and clothing shc
gently used. Items will be grouped during the sale (for example, clothing, books, kitchen & hou
collectibles, shoes, jewelry, etc. We cannot accept any underwear, lingerie or bathing suits or i
sports equipment (skis, golf clubs, etc.), dvds, or puzzles/games that are missing pieces.

Please contact Doug Moun@ssatant@stpaulsyneit) any questions.
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By Laurie Sanderson

St . Paul 6s has opened their doors for se
looking for a place to visit, perhaps sit and rest awhile and use a restroom.

Some are even interested in tours and with this being our bicentennial, there is a lot to sha

But we need to have volunteers taking shifts to cover the hours. Laurie Sanderson will be |
coordinating this and there will be a sign up sheet available.

There will be lots of
photos from the
Bicentennial Dinner in
the August edition of TF
Courier. We managed t
catch Anita, leva, Liz,
Sylvia and DJ as they
were making early
preparations for the
dinner.
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