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It is with deep sadness that our dear friend, Beverly Bolton, passed
away Monday, September 26th. She was 100 years old. Her
memorial will be Sunday, October 23 at 2:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s.
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Dear friends,

O

ur dear sister, Beverly Bolton, died this morning, September 26th, at about 7 a.m. The staff of
the Sunnyside Care Center reported that she died peacefully in her sleep.
I feel sadness, at the loss of this remarkable person who was such a strong, faithful presence
for so many of us. But the tears in my
eyes are from the overwhelming awe I feel, the deep
respect for the love that was at the center of her life.
Beverly celebrated her 100th birthday this past June.
God's love was such a strong presence at the
beginning and in the middle and right through to the
very end of her earthly journey with us. Last Tuesday I
had one more conversation with Beverly. Her eyes
were closed but she was coherent and loving right to
the end.
I am similarly moved by your deep love for
Beverly, and the care so many of you gave her in the
final months of her life. During the past thirteen
months, Beverly enjoyed a steady stream of visitors
from her church family. The staff at Sunnyside knew
that Beverly had to be a very special woman; she
received more cards and letters than any resident had
ever received. Several members called her regularly
until it became too difficult for her to answer the
telephone. Mary Powell called her every single
evening at 7 p.m.
Beverly had no children, no brothers or sisters,
and no nieces or nephews that we know of. You were
her true family. She loved you as her family, and you
cared for her as the dear, older sister she was for all of
us.
Two weeks ago, the nursing staff noticed some changes in Beverly's physical condition. Since then, at
least one or two of us visited her each day. Those of you who visited her Wednesday, Thursday, Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday observed that she seemed to be asleep. I know Beverly heard the words you said, the
stories you told, the prayers you offered. She felt the warmth of your hand on her hand or on her forehead as
she lay sleeping. Beverly was surrounded by your love and your presence right to the end of her life.
Today we give thanks for the love and grace of God, revealed in Beverly's life.
Fr. Philip +

Our Memorial Service for Beverly Bolton will be
Sunday, October 23rd at 2 p.m. +
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Sabbatical Reflection #2: People are Hungry for
Meaning-filled Experience
—by Fr. Philip
I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.
John 10:10
This is part two of a six-part series of reflections.
Part one was: We are living in the age of the internet.

O

n the last day of my sabbatical, I climbed to
the top of the highest mountain of my
journey, the Schilthorn in the Swiss Alps. At
an elevation of 8500' I came to a grassy,
flat place. A few dozen people were busy talking and
arranging their gear. One of them was wearing a helmet and arranging the lines that connected his jumpsuit
to a parachute. These people were paragliders. One after another they went through an elaborate procedure,
requiring thousands of dollars of equipment, and then launched themselves off the side of the mountain. I
took this photo of one of the paragliders about twenty seconds after his launch.
I sat one hundred feet away, watching them and eating my lunch. I asked myself, "Why are they doing this?"
Why would people spend four hours hiking up a mountain carrying a forty-pound backpack full of gear, then
jump off the mountain, flying perilously close to jagged cliffs, high above the ground for several hours, with
the risk of serious injury or death?
I realized I could ask the same sort of questions of myself. Philip, "Why are you doing this?" Why did you
climb up this mountain in the Swiss Alps? When I visited Paris there were 1000 people standing in line at the
Louvre. They were waiting in line for two hours in order to spend five minutes standing thirty feet away from
the Mona Lisa! I wanted to ask, "Why are you doing this?"
People are hungry for meaning-filled experience. People have always needed meaningful experience. Yet, in
the 21st century we seem to have lost some of our traditional ways of finding meaning in life.
This has implications for us at St. Paul's:
* Like the people jumping off the top of that mountain, our members are also hungry for meaning-filled
experience.
* Visitors are also hungry for meaning-filled experience.
* We need to pay attention to what makes our worship, fellowship, formation activities, and service to others
more meaningful.
Jesus says, "I came that they may have life and may have it abundantly." This has always been true for me.
Following Jesus' way has always brought more meaning, more life, to my life.
God is calling us to care for one another in ways that bring more meaning to our lives. God is calling us to
work, worship, and enjoy fellowship together in ways that bring more meaning to our lives.
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New Member Classes begin Sunday, October 16th

D

id you know most of our members did not attend Episcopal or
Anglican Churches as young children? If you are new to the
Episcopal Church, or if you have been attending St. Paul's for a
few years and haven't taken new member classes, or if you
would just like a refresher about the Episcopal Church, please join me for a
three-session introduction to the Episcopal Church. These sessions are easy
and you get to know some other members a bit better.
Here is an outline of our sessions:
Session 1: How we Arrived at this Place; The History of the Episcopal Church
Session 2: What we Believe; Episcopal
Theology and Approaches to Scripture
Session 3: The Way Things Work; The
Organization of St. Paul's

What: A series of three 60-minute sessions
Where: In the Rector's Office
When: Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
Who: Everyone is invited. New members are especially invited!
Dates: October 16, 23 and 30
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Celebrating St. Francis and the
Blessing of the Animals
—by Fr. Philip

* Sunday, October 9th at 4 p.m.
* Bring your favorite animal for a special blessing.
* In Lemp Park.
* In case of rain the service will be held in the Fayette
Street Porch.

Do You Want Giving Envelopes for 2023?
—by Judy McAdoo-Pelton

W

e can now order offering envelopes by the number instead of having to order an entire
batch. Many are now giving online or by automatic banking so envelopes are not
needed.

We will be placing our 2023 order soon. If you
have been using envelopes this year, we have a
record and will order you a set. If you are new or
haven’t used envelopes on a regular basis,
please send an email to: jmcadoo@stpaulsyr.org
by October 17th and let me know that you would
like a numbered box.

Prayer List
Please keep these people in your prayers
Andrew, June, Jean, Hal Jr. and John.
We remember those who have died in recent days: Beverly Bolton
All those who are living alone
All who are struggling with depression and anxiety.
We pray for the leaders of the church, including:
Michael, our presiding bishop, DeDe, our bishop, and Philip, our rector.

Just a reminder to please contact Kira Dirghalli if you have
concerns or names or changes for the prayer list.
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SPC Readers Returns
—by Dick Pilgrim

I

will be hosting another SPC Readers on Zoom for three
consecutive Tuesday evenings starting Oct. 18 and continuing
on Oct. 25 & Nov. 1. Given a potential conflict with Feminist
Theology on the 18th, we will meet 5:30-6:30 PM that day, and
7:30-8:30 PM on Oct. 25 & Nov. 1.
The focus of our reading and discussion will be Diana Butler-Bass’ book
The Practicing Congregation: Imagining a New Old Church – a book
easily available for modest cost (used copies only from Amazon, but
new copies from the publisher; see Rowman.com, search “practicing
congregation”), and written for a general, lay audience. A review on
Amazon.com says that “this book tells of the fabulous stories still hidden
amongst the headlines of mainline decline. It shows that tradition can
still be held on to when there is openness to change and to do what’s
necessary to keep mainline churches alive and thriving.”
I would say this latter view puts this book right down our alley as a
church looking forward even as it wishes to keep those things from the past that produce such a “deep
gladness” for us – something many of us have discovered over this last summer in our sabbatical small
groups. Let’s see what this book has to say to and for us as we look ahead!
While there is no formal sign-up, I will need to know who’s interested enough to continue to receive
information about this opportunity, so please do contact me soon to get on that list. When we do meet, it will
be in the Montgomery room (Mark334), and it will be good to have read the assigned readings for that day so
we can have lively discussion. I’m looking forward to it!
Dick Pilgrim (rbpilgri@syr.edu)

Fr. Philip’s Work Schedule

T

hanks to the mysteries of technology some of our
members occasionally receive an email from me that
includes a very old signature line, including an incorrect
message about my days off. To set the record straight I
want take this opportunity to post my current work schedule:
Saturday: I usually work from home, and I usually write my sermon on Saturday.
Sunday: Worship services, often followed by a visit to a member in the hospital or a nursing home.
Monday: In the office.
Tuesday: In the office.
Wednesday: A combination of working from home or at St. Paul's.
Thursday and Friday: These are usually my days off, so I avoid scheduling meetings and appointments for
6
these days.
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Samaritan Center News
—by Kira Dirghalli

O

n Sunday, October 16th, it is St. Paul's
turn to help with the Sunday meal. At
that time, the Samaritan Center will
once again be operating as before the
pandemic. Meals will be served in the dining room on regular plates (no Styrofoam), silverware (no plastic
eating utensils), cups, and glasses for beverages. How does their change affect St Paul's?
First: We will need monetary contributions to cover the cost of that meal that will be served to the guests at
the Samaritan Center.
Second: The number of people required to help will increase, probably as much as double.
Food preparation from 9:00-12:00 will need 3-5 people
Serving the meal and cleaning up from 12:00-3:00 will need at least 15 people
My hope is that this information will encourage people to sign up early and maybe even ask a friend or
neighbor to introduce them to the good work of the Samaritan Center. Please contact me and tell me how
you can help on October 16. (dirghallik@gmail.com or 315-474-2812).
Thank you for helping in doing God's work for the less fortunate in our city. If you are interested in
being a regular volunteer in addition to the times when St. Paul’s helps at the Samaritan Center, they would
welcome you. Check their website for volunteer information: samcenter.org
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All Saints Day, November 6
—by Laurie Sanderson

M

any years ago when my daughter Sarah was a pastor in Lowville, New York, her sister, my
daughter Katherine went up to spend time with Sarah. They went to Old Forge to shop and
explore. While there, they stopped at the manse of the local pastor there. Sarah and he had
been classmates in college and seminary. While they took care of some business,
Katherine was entertained by his three year old son. They read a Dr. Seuss book together and discussed
what their favorite Seuss book was. Katherine closed the book and pointed out Dr. Seuss’s picture on the
back. Katherine said, ”Look, there he is himself!” He looked down at it and said, “but he’s dead now and so is
Woody!” “Who? “ my daughter asked to which he replied, “Woody, you know,’ This Land Is Your Land!”
I was delighted by this conversation and it made me think about who were/are the saints in my life. We
had some fun several years ago at a women’s retreat exploring the saints found in Holy Women, Holy Men
and the personal saints we all had, It continues to be very present to me as I drive through the city and
Liverpool and pass by homes I connected with some of my personal saints, thanking them for the love they
shared.
A few years ago in Feminist Theology, we read a book by Nadia Bolz -Weber, a Lutheran pastor,
Accidental Saints; Finding God in all the Wrong People. In the book she wrote about their celebration of All
Saints Day in their church in Denver, Colorado. On All Saints Day they lined their sanctuary with tables, that
parishioners were invited to bring items and/or pictures of the saints of their lives. Many of us really resonated
with this idea and brought it to the worship committee. It has been decided we will offer this at St. Paul’s this
year. We encourage you to think about the saints in your life and what you could bring to honor them. Your
saints can be living or dead. Father Philip will be talking more about this on Sunday mornings as we get
closer to All Saints Day.

13thirty Cancer Connect Bandana Bolt 5K Run, Walk and Roll to
benefit area teens and young adults impacted by cancer.

In and For Our
Community

Onondaga Lake Park/Willow Bay/Saw Mill Creek Shelter
Sunday, October 2, 2022/Sign in begins at 8:15 am/Event begins at 9
am
Open to people of all ages
and abilities.
https://runsignup.com/Race/
NY/Liverpool/
SyracuseBandanaBolt5K
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“Loss of Lease” Art Sale Sunday November 13, 2022
—by Betsy Elkins

A

s many of you may know Bill Elkins, watercolor artist/urban sketcher has rented a studio space
on the second floor of the parish house ever since we moved to a small apartment downtown
(3 ½ years ago!) When we begin our Open Doors
building project in the months ahead, he will have to
move from this space to allow for an elevator to be built to the
second floor.
In his studio are many watercolors that he would like to sell.
We will be holding a “loss of lease” art sale. This may be your last
chance to buy a Bill Elkins painting at a reduced price and further
help Open Doors. Any money raised from this sale will be
donated to the Open Doors project.
Save the date: Sunday November 13 from 2-4 p.m. Bring
a friend! We will have Open Doors information on hand so folks will understand what they are supporting.
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Calendars
—by Laurie Sanderson

I

f your house is like mine, you might have a few unsolicited calendars that
have arrived. I am up to 17! I will be looking for programs to donate them to,
such as Jail Ministry, (who I believe will take Christmas cards as well.) If you would like to bring
them in, I will be happy to share them. I will leave a box or basket in the narthex and the
Montgomery St. foyer.

Feminist Theology
—by Laurie Sanderson
October 18th 7:30 pm Via Zoom

L

ast month we discussed a fascinating sermon by The Reverend
Diana Butler Bass and this month continue by beginning a
discussion of her book, Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as
Friend, Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way, and Presence. We are
delighted to have members from afar and new members here! If you would
like more information or want to connect, please speak with Laurie Sanderson,
lascsw3 @aol.com
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A Tiny Home for Good at St. Paul’s
—by Betsy Elkins

B

y now you have received the message from Fr.
Philip introducing a potential new ministry for St
Paul’s and our proposed plan for the second floor
of the parish house building. And you likely have
many questions about what it will mean for us to enter a
partnership with A Tiny Home for Good (ATHGF)! Some of you may be familiar with ATHFG but for others this
may be new.
Over the next months the small task force of the Vestry will continue its work with members of ATHFG
staff and Board. We will work with a lawyer to develop the legal agreement for a healthy and long-term
relationship between our two organizations. As this is happening, we will provide many opportunities for you
to learn more and to ask questions as this partnership is established.
In anticipation of some of your questions here are some answers, much of which will be articulated in
our legal partnership agreement:
• The work on the second floor will begin after Open Doors work is completed.
• SPC will provide a new roof, restored windows and an elevator to the second floor as part of Open Doors.
• SPC and ATHFG will not be dependent upon each other for financial support.
• ATHFG will raise the money needed to build out apartments on the entire second floor of our parish house.
• Each apartment would have its own kitchen and bathroom.
• There will be some common spaces that all residents may use together as well as some office space for
ATHFG staff.
• ATHFG will manage and maintain these apartments including paying utilities for this space.
• ATHFG will screen and select tenants and provide case management services
Task force members from both ATHFG and SPC are excited about this new work together. All members
of the task force believe that this is a unique opportunity and are determined to make it a success, a win-win
for all. With each meeting we feel more connected, as if we were working as one group and not two separate
entities.
Our partnership and legal agreement with ATHFG will need approval from our Vestry, and the Standing
Committee of the Diocese. We have consulted with our Bishop and other leaders of the Diocese; all have
given their enthusiastic support for the idea.
It is important that we keep you, the congregation informed as the process continues and we welcome
your questions and comments. Your support is important!
Please join the discussion on Sunday, October 9 when Andrew Lunetta, the Executive Director of A
Tiny Home For Good will meet with us after each service.
You may always ask questions of the Task Force members from St. Paul’s:
Fr. Philip, Doug Mouncey, David Morgan, and Betsy Elkins
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Upcoming Community Events at St. Paul’s in October
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October Calendar
Saturday, October 1, 7:30 pm Syracuse Friends of Chamber Music Concert--Ticket Required
Sunday, October 2, 8:00 am, Worship – In Person
Sunday, October 2, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Sunday School—Chapel
Sunday, October 2, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, October 2, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Sunday, October 2, 4:00 pm, Society for New Music Concert-Ticket Required
Monday, October 3, 12:00 noon, Bible Study at Café Kubal
Monday, October 3, 3:30 pm, Finance Meeting In Person
Wednesday, October 5, 4:30 pm, Centering Prayer —Private Zoom Room (ask Sue Wright for details)
Thursday, October 6, 7:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, October 9, 8:00 am, Worship – In Person
Sunday, October 9, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Sunday School—Chapel
Sunday, October 9, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, October 9, After each service, Tiny Home For Good at St. Paul’s Presentation
Sunday, October 9, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Sunday, October 9, 4:00 pm, Blessing of the Animals in Lemp Park behind the church parking lot
Monday, October 10, HOLIDAY—Offices Closed
Tuesday, October 11, 5:00 pm, Vestry Meeting Brewster Room
Wednesday, October 12, 4:30 pm, Centering Prayer —Private Zoom Room (ask Sue Wright for details)
Thursday, October 13, 7:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Friday, October 14, 5:30 pm, Pot Luck Dinner
Saturday, October 15, 10:00-12:00 pm, Open Pantry Drop Off
Sunday, October 16, 8:00 am, Worship – In Person
Sunday, October 16, 9:15 am, Community Fellowship Meeting
Sunday, October 16, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Sunday School—Chapel
Sunday, October 16, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, October 16, 11:30 am New Members Class in Rector’s Office
Sunday, October 16, 12:00 pm, Serving at the Samaritan Center
Sunday, October 16, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Monday, October 17, 12:00 noon, Bible Study at Café Kubal
Tuesday, October 18, 5:00 pm, Worship Ministry Team—Brewster Room
Tuesday, October 18, 7:30 pm, Feminist Theology—Contact Laurie Sanderson for Zoom link
Tuesday, October 18, 5:30 pm, SPC Readers Group—Montgomery Zoom Room
Wednesday, October 19, 4:30 pm, Centering Prayer —Private Zoom Room (ask Sue Wright for details)
Thursday, October 20, 7:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, October 22, 9:30 am, Leadership Team Meeting
Sunday, October 23, Deadline for the November Courier
Sunday, October 23, 8:00 am, Worship – In Person
Sunday, October 23, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Sunday School—Chapel
Sunday, October 23, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, October 23, 11:30 am New Members Class in Rector’s Office
Sunday, October 23, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Sunday, October 23, 2:00 pm, Memorial Service for Beverly Bolton
Calendar continued on back cover
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October Calendar (continued from page 15)
Monday, October 24, 12:00 noon, Bible Study at Café Kubal
Monday, October 24, 7:30 pm, Centering Prayer 4:20 pm, —Private Zoom Room (ask Sue Wright for details)
Tuesday, October 25 9:30 am, Executive Ministry Team Meeting—Brewster Room
Tuesday, October 25, 5:00 pm, Buildings and Grounds Meeting—Montgomery Zoom Room
Tuesday, October 25, 7:30 pm, SPC Readers Group—Montgomery Zoom Room
Wednesday, October 26, 4:30 pm, Centering Prayer —Private Zoom Room (ask Sue Wright for details)
Thursday, October 27, 7:00 pm, Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, October 29, 7:30 pm, Syracuse Friends of Chamber Music Concert—Ticket Required
Sunday, October 30, 8:00 am, Worship – In Person
Sunday, October 30, 9:50 am, Godly Play Children’s Sunday School—Chapel
Sunday, October 30, 10:00 am, Worship – Live Stream & In Person
Sunday, October 30, 11:30 am New Members Class in Rector’s Office
Sunday, October 30, 2:00 pm, South Sudanese Prayers
Monday, October 31, 12:00 noon, Bible Study at Café Kubal

310 Montgomery Street
Syracuse, NY 13202
315 474-6053
www.stpaulsyr.org
offices@stpaulsyr.org

