
1 

 

 
 

MAY 17, 2026 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

10 A.M. 

 



2 

 

 

Understanding Episcopal Liturgy 

 
#13. What is the reason the Gospel is read from the center of the Nave? 

 

As is often the case, there is a historical answer to this question, and a simple, more spiritual answer. 

The simple answer is that the story of Jesus and the teachings of Jesus are most important for us. The 

Gospel Book is processed into the center of the nave and read in the midst of the congregation as a 

symbol of the central role the Gospels play in our lives. We receive the Gospel Book into the center of 

the congregation in the manner of receiving a great gift. This is the foundation for everything else, and 

we receive it wholeheartedly. 

Many centuries ago, the pulpit was located near the center of the nave. Since there were no electrical 

amplification systems at the time, it was much more practical for the sermon to be preached from the 

center of the nave. By the 4th century it had become near universal practice for the Gospel to be read 

by the deacon (or in the absence of a deacon, by a priest). Then the preacher would preach the sermon 

from the same location, the pulpit in the center of the nave. Immediately before the reading of the 

Gospel, the Gospel Book was carried from the altar to the pulpit. This procession included acolytes 

carrying torches or lanterns that brought more light for reading the Gospel. During high holy days our 

Gospel processions recall this ancient tradition by including torch bearers. 

 

If you have a question about something in our liturgy, I will be happy to answer it. Please ask in 

person, or send an email to me at revmajor@stpaulsyr.org.  

Fr. Philip + 

 

 

 

Announcements: 

* St. Paul's will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the date of the incorporation of our parish, with a 

Worship Service and Dinner, Friday, May 22nd, beginning at 5 p.m. Please speak with Ieva Doyle, our 

Senior Warden, if you don't have a ticket for the dinner. 

 

* The deadline for articles for the June edition of The Courier is today, May 17th, at midnight. 

 

* Join us Sunday, May 31st at 11:30 for an historical lecture and presentation about Arria Huntington, 

the daughter of the first bishop of the Diocese of Central New York, Bishop Huntington. Arria 

Huntington was the first woman elected to hold a public office in Syracuse, NY. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY  •  Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier BWV 731 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

(“Bessed Jesu, at Thy word”) 
  

The people are invited to stand. 
HYMN 529 •  “In Christ there is no East or West”  McKee 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

People The Lord has risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

CANTICLE   •   Festival Canticle 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 

triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy 

Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone 

before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 

everlasting.  

All Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

LESSON •  Acts 1:6-14  
Lector A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times 

or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going 

and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 

saw him go into heaven.” 
 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 

a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room 

upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 

and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 

together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 

brothers. 

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 

THE RESPONSE  

PSALM  •  68:4-5, 7-8, 17-18        Exsurgat Deus Peter Hallock (1924-2014) 
 

The Antiphon is first sung by the Choir and repeated by All, and then as indicated. 
 

 
 

Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; exalt him who rides upon the heavens; YAHWEH is his Name, 

rejoice before him!  Father of orphans, defender of widows, God in his holy habitation! Antiphon 

 

O God, when you went forth before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, The earth 

shook, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the 

God of Israel. Antiphon 

 

The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of thousands; the Lord comes in holiness from 

Sinai. You have gone up on high and led captivity captive; you have received gifts even from your 

enemies, that the Lord God might dwell among them. Antiphon 
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EPISTLE  •   1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 

Lector A reading from the first letter of Peter. 

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 

you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you 

are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when 

his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you 

in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline 

yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 

looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 

your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 

And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you 

to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 

you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The people are invited to stand. 

GRADUAL HYMN 513  •  “Like the murmur of the dove’s song”  Bridegroom 

 

Please remain standing. 

HOLY GOSPEL •  John 17:1-11 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Celebrant Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so 

that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to 

give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they 

may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified 

you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me 

in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world 

existed. 
 

”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 

were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 

that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I 

have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not 

asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 

they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 

them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 

that they may be one, as we are one.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The people are invited to be seated. 

 SERMON        The Rev. Philip Major 

 A brief silence follows the sermon.
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The people are invited to stand.

NICENE CREED

The word “creed” comes from the Latin credo, translated here 

as “we believe.”  Credo is not simply belief in accurate 

propositions, but more deeply a sense of relationship or trust‒

an alternate translation might be “we give our heart,” “we 

trust,” “we rely upon.” Developed in the fourth century as a 

means of unifying a divided church, the Nicene Creed has been 

used by Christians in worship for almost two thousand years, 

and connects us to our ancient ancestors in the Communion of 

Saints.  The Creed is used in worship not because it comprises 

a list of doctrinal statements one must affirm in order to be 

considered a Christian, but rather as a song of praise and 

confidence in the Holy Trinity: God in three persons who 

creates, redeems and sanctifies a holy people.

 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

    he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets.      

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Please remain standing. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Gracious God, you have called your Church to be witnesses to the ends of the earth: send your Holy Spirit upon 

us, that we may be faithful in prayer, steadfast in hope, and brave in proclaiming your love.  
 

We pray for the Church: For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Dede, our Bishop, Philip, our Rector; and for all the 

people of Saint Paul’s. Unite us as one body, that we may glorify you in everything we do. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, father of orphans, defender of widows, and protector of all in need: we pray for the people of 

Syracuse. Bless our neighborhoods, guide those in authority, and strengthen all who work for justice, peace, and 

the common good. Make us attentive to one another, and generous in service to each other. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
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Creator of Heaven and earth, you ride upon the heavens and renew the weary land. We pray for our fragile 

planet. Grant wisdom and humility to those who steward its resources, and inspire us to care for your creation 

with reverence and love. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Compassionate God, you care for us and invite us to cast all our anxieties upon you: we pray for those who 

suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Surround them with your healing presence, and give courage and strength to 

those who care for them. We pray for n., and those we name silently or aloud. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Eternal God, in whom all live and have their being: we commend to your mercy all who have died. Receive 

them into your everlasting arms, and bring us with them into the fullness of your eternal life. We pray especially 

for n., and for those we name silently, or aloud. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding prayer. 
 

The people are invited to stand   

THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
 

LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

The bread and wine for communion and the offering plates are  

brought forward at the beginning of the offertory. 

OFFERTORY 

 

At the Offertory, we return thanks for God’s blessings in our lives and invite you to place 

your contribution in the offering plate in the main aisle or give by texting 73256 entering 

stpaulsyr (all lower case) and the amount you want to give. 
 

The people are invited to stand as the offering is brought forward 
 

Celebrant All things come of Thee, O Lord. 

People And of thine own have we given thee. 
 

Please be seated.  

ANTHEM  •   Everitt Titcomb (1884-1968) 
 

I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you yet again: Alleluia.  And your heart shall be joyful. 

Alleluia. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer 1  

 
 

Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and 

fountain of mercy. 

 You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; 

you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you 

replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 

 Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, 

we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS   
Hymnal S-114 From Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
 

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in 

your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our 

care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.  
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 

goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, 

and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 

salvation for all people.  
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from 

slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of 

salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 

Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. 

Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of 

freedom and life. 

 

 On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my 

Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave 

it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 

is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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All Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

Celebrant Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this 

bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our 

Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 

and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your 

daughters and sons, that with [ ___________ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to 

come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 

All AMEN. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 

from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  

Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

The breaking of the bread may be seen as the culminating activity of our worship. It is the ritual action symbolizing the 

activity whereby God emptied Godself of divine power for purpose of reconciling Godself with us. We have no words to 

accurately describe this divine activity, thus a period of 10-15 seconds of silence is kept following the breaking of the 

bread and before the singing of the Fraction Anthem. 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM   
 

Hymnal S-154 from New Plainsong, David Hurd (b.1950) 

The people are invited to be seated. 
 

You are invited to consume the consecrated bread immediately after you receive it. If you choose to receive the wine, 

drink directly from the cup. We are not dipping the bread into the wine at this time. Our understanding is that the 

sacrament of communion is complete if the bread or wine is received; it is not necessary to receive both. 
s 

During the distribution of communion, Prayers for Healing and Wholeness may be offered at the Peace Altar. 
 

HYMN AT COMMUNION  315  •  “Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray Song I 
 

The People are invited to stand. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Officiant Let us pray. 

All God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 

have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 

people in heaven and on earth.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 

may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life 

of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
  

BLESSING 
 

HYMN 460  •  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” Hyfrydol 
  

DISMISSAL 
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People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY  •   Procession C.S.Lang (b.1953) 

Any music reprinted in the leaflet and streamed is under ©OneLicense A-72637 
Prayers of the People were written by St. Paul’s prayer leaders. 

 

 

Please Keep These People in Your Prayers: 

Destany W., Mary S., Marilyn A., Jenny T. and Vince P. 
 

We remember those who have died in recent days: Ann Davis 
 

The flowers today are given to the glory of God in honor of St. Paul's Bicentennial Celebration. 

 
 

Our thanks today for the… 

Altar Guild:  Georgette & Tim Schmidt 

Lay Readers:  Robert Wagner and Derina Samuel 

Ushers:  Barbara Morgan and Jean Stanton 

Flowers:  Marion Greenhalgh 
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