Understanding Episcopal Liturgy
#46. Why do some people address our priest as 'Father Philip'?

There are several good options for addressing or referring to the priest in an Episcopal Church:

The Reverend Philip Major - This is the formal title for a priest or a deacon in the Episcopal
Church. The article should always be included, since this is a formal title. It seems a bit formal
for everyday use.

Pastor Philip - 'Pastor' is a Latin word meaning 'shepherd'. People sometimes choose this
option, since the work of the priest is to lead the congregation.

Father Philip - In Matthew 23, Jesus seems to warn us against calling anyone 'father'. (This
would seem to apply to our biological fathers as well.) Read in context, it seems pretty clear
that Jesus concern was about a specific group of religious leaders who 'lorded it over others'.
They focused their attention on the privileges of their positions and required people to address
them by honorific titles.

When I began my first position as a full-time priest, one of the first people I met called me
'Father Philip' and introduced me to everyone else as 'Father Philip'. I noticed it was easy for the
children to say and understand. It works the same way for my female clergy friends, Mother
Julie and Mother Becky.

At St. Paul's it seems especially apt, because for many of us, St. Paul's functions as a sort of
family. Families aren't perfect, and we aren't perfect, but we strive to show up for one another.
As long as our understanding of a family isn't too hierarchical, it seems like a good option.

Philip - Most people at St. Paul's just call me by my first name, again, as we would in a family.
If you have a question about something in our liturgy, I will be happy to answer it. Please ask in

person, or send an email to me at revmajor@stpaulsyr.org.
Fr. Philip +



