Stained Glass Windows

North Aisle, Window #4, The Peck Window

By: Marion Greenhol—gh, with thanks to Lester G. Wells, St. Paul'’s
historiographer and author, and the ‘findagrave’ website.

Continuing with our St. Paul’s stained-glass
windows series, the next window west of the
Granger window, was offered by their children in
memory of Major General John James and Rhobie
Loomis Peck. It was made by Cox, Buckley and Co.,
London, and installed in 1885. Their signature is on
the right lancet.
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General Peck (1821-1878) was born in Manlius, NY,
being an early settler of Onondaga County. He
graduated from the US Military Academy at West
Point, 8th out of 39, in 1843 where he was a
classmate of Ulysses S. Grant and other Civil War
luminaries. He was posted to the 2" US Artillery as
a 2" Lieutenant serving in garrison duty in New York
before engaging in the military occupation of Texas
(1845-46) and in the war with Mexico (1846-48). His
bravery earned him a promotion in 1847. In 1849, he
was scouting against the Navajo Indians in New
Mexico.

On November 20, 1850, he married Rhobie Loomis
(1822-1874) in St. Paul’s Church (the second church
building). He resigned his commission in 1853 after
serving for ten years. Mr. Peck was a member of St.
Paul’s vestry from 1853 to 1861. Their residence
was at 723 James Street (formerly 107), now
occupied by the Farone Funeral Home. He rose to
prominence in Syracuse as a businessman and
railroad executive, and served as a Delegate to the
ST. PAUL'S 1860 Democratic Convention where he voted for

EPISCOPAL CHURCH Stephen Douglas’ Presidential nomination.
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Mr. Peck offered his services after the
Civil War erupted, and was appointed
Brigadier General of Volunteers on August
9, 1861. His chief military distinction was
his service in the Civil War (War of the
Rebellion). In 1862, he was made Major
General. In the Spring of 1863, he
successfully defended his command, but
sustained a severe wound during the
operation. In July, 1864, he was assigned
to command the Department of the East’s
Canadian Border, where he was in control
of relations with the Canadian provinces.
On August 25, 1865, he was honorably
mustered out of the Army and returned to
Syracuse.
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In Syracuse, General Peck helped
organize the New York State Life
Insurance Company. He led that business
from 1867 until 1878 when his health
declined from war wounds which led to
his death.

In 1938, a marker was erected to General
Peck’s memory in the village of Manlius. In
1953, the late Major Allen P. Cowgill
provided a stained-glass medallion of the
arms of the US Military Academy to
replace an inappropriate medallion (or
quatrefoil) at the top of the window.
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