
#42  Why is the second half of the worship service called 'The Great Thanksgiving'? 

 

There are at least four meaning-filled answers to this question. Here is the first. 

 

The second half of the worship service, the part where we celebrate the Lord's Supper, is called The 

Great Thanksgiving because one of the meanings of the word 'Great'  is 'very large'. We can think of the 

second half of the worship service as one, very large, expression of thanksgiving to God for the many 

gifts God has given us. 

 

The opening sentences of The Great Thanksgiving (known as the sursum corda, or the lifting of hearts) 

includes this invitation: "Let us give thanks to the Lord our God."  

 

Each of the Eucharistic Prayers is different, but each one includes expressions of thanksgiving, such as 

these: 

"It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth." (The Book of Common Prayer p. 361) 

"We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation...." (BCP p. 368) 

 

We conclude The Great Thanksgiving with a prayer of thanksgiving, with words like these: "Almighty 

and everlasting God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and 

Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ." 

 

We gather to worship the God who gives us many gifts, so one of the most important things for us to 

do in worship is to give thanks to God. This is the idea that motivates our participation in The Great, 

Very Large, Thanksgiving. 


