
#48 Why is the last Sunday in the church year called 'Christ the King 

Sunday'? 

 
When I first joined the Episcopal Church (in 1995) I was puzzled when we came to 

the last Sunday in the church year (the Sunday before the first Sunday of Advent). 

These Episcopalians were calling the last Sunday of the year 'Christ the King' 

Sunday. I had never heard of this before!  

 

Christ the King Sunday is observed officially in the Lutheran and Roman Catholic 

Churches, and a little bit less officially in the Episcopal and Reformed Churches 

(such as in the Presbyterian, UCC denominations.) The observance began in 

Roman Catholic Churches in 1925, partly in response to the rise of totalitarian 

political movements in Europe at the time. 

 

Though this is a relatively new Feast Day in the church calendar, Christ the King 

Sunday is based on primary themes of scripture and theology including: 

* Christian allegiance to Christ and to God above any human authorities. 

* the servant leadership of Christ being the example for Christians to follow. 

* God's concern for people who suffer due to the corruption and failure of human 

leaders. 

 

If you have a question about something in our liturgy, I will be happy to answer it. 

Please ask in person, or send an email to me at revmajor@stpaulsyr.org.  

Fr. Philip + 


