Understanding Episcopal Liturgy
#21. Why don't we applaud at the end of the organ postlude?

The organ postlude, or other music offered at the end of worship, is part of our
worship service. We don't applaud because this music is first and foremost an
offering of thanksgiving to God and a time for spiritual reflection, not a
performance. If the music was a performance we would feel free to applaud if the
music was performed well, and conversely boo or make rude comments or perhaps
just not applaud at all if the music was not performed well.

The most important thing about organ music during worship services is the spirit in
which it is offered and heard, not the perfection of the performance. Jim and our
other musicians offer their music, and we listen to their musical offerings, in a
spirit that gives honor, and directs our attention, to God. Refraining from applause
helps us remember this.

If you have a question about something in our liturgy, I will be happy to answer it.
Please ask in person, or send an email to me at revmajor@stpaulsyr.org.
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