#47a: What is the reason the priest and eucharistic ministers make the sign of
the cross near the end of the eucharistic prayer?

Making the sign of the cross is an outward, physical act that reminds us of God's
inward, invisible movement in our lives. The priest, and many of our members, use
their first and second fingers to touch their forehead, chest, left shoulder, then right
shoulder, outlining four points of the cross on themselves during worship.

Y ou will notice the priest and other members of the congregation make the sign of
the cross each Sunday near the end of the Eucharistic Prayer. At this time the priest
says words praying for the Holy Spirit to come upon God's people. "We offer our
lives back to you for your blessing. Send your Holy Spirit upon us..." This
paragraph of the prayer is called "The Invocation', as we are vocalizing or calling
for the Holy Spirit to be active in our lives.

There are several other places in the liturgy where some of our members make the
sign of the cross. We have marked two of the common places in our leaflet: at the
Opening Acclamation and at the Absolution (just after the Prayer of Confession).



